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Dedication 


By Rachel Stevens 
Rom. 15:20 


O PREACH the gospel, not where 
Christ was named .. .” 
These gave themselves to Him with- 
out reserve and went 
Leaving home, friends, their hope of 
worldly fame, 
With hearts intent to magnify the name 
Of Him upon whose business they 
were sent— 
Left all and went, without a backward 
glance, 
Into earth’s wastelands to be freely 
spent. . 


The years have passed, and as the storm 
clouds lower 
Across the world, do they glance back 
in fear? 
“Never,” they cry, “would we exchange 
one hour 
Of constant walk with Him, His peace, 
His power, 
For all the world can give. The joyful 
tear 
Welling in heathen eyes is our reward. 
By life or death we serve the one who 
placed us here.” 


“-. . To preach the gospel, not where 
Christ was named . . .” (Rom. 15: 20) is the 
verse used by Wycliffe Bible Translators 
and the Summer Institute of Linguistics as 
defining their aim. 





Home or Foreign Service? 


Many consecrated young Christians 
are perplexed as they consider the calls 
for work in the home or foreign fields. 
God does not call everyone to be a for- 
eign missionary, and certainly He needs 
His own servants in the many branches 
of legitimate occupations in the home- 
land, to carry on the ordinary business 
of life and to support those who have 
gone to the far-flung frontiers. One 
recent college graduate, who is facing 
this problem, wrote his family of his 
reluctance to be plunged into the “mael- 
strom of American Christendom.” One 
of his older brothers, who has worked 
as a missjonary in another country for 
five years, gave him the following sound 
advice: “It could be that the Lord 
needs someone in it who sees it from 
your point of view. Only try to remem- 
ber that @& whichever side of an ocean 
or a border you find yourself, it is the 
foolish, the weak, the base, the despised 
things, yes, the nothings or nobodies, 
which God really uses to accomplish 
His work. Can you qualify? Can I? 
Ask God to grant to you spiritual wis- 
dom and insight to give cordial consent 
to everything which He brings into your 
life designed to lead you actually, liter- 
ally, to that place.” Doubtless he had 
in mind that passage in the fourth of 


b 


Romans, which so fully sets forth Abra- 
ham as the father of the faithful, who 
trusted and obeyed “him whom he be- 
lieved, even God, who quickeneth the 
dead, and calleth those things which be 
not as though they were” (Rom. 4:17); 
and that other passage in Paul’s writ- 
ing, so encouraging to those who have 
low thoughts of their own gifts: “For 
ye see your calling, brethren, how that 
not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are 
called: but God hath chosen the fool- 
ish things of. the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty; and base 
things of the world, and things which 
are despised, hath God chosen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring 
to nought things that are: that no flesh 
should glory in his presence. But of 
him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God 
is made unto us wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and- sanctification, and redemption: 
that, according as it is written, He that 
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” (1 
Cor. 1:26-31). In view of the great 
commission, every Christian young per- 
son should seriously consider whether 
he should enter some sector of foreign 
missionary service. But the primary 
question is, What is God’s will for him? 
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“Bearing Shame and Scoffing Rude’ 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


our Lord predicted persecution 

for His disciples. “Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, , . . and brand 
you with every evil name for my sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven” (Matt. 
§:11, 12). A Swiss writer, M. Gustave 


A T THE opening of His ministry, 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for 
us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 
4:17). 




















Isely, has made a study of the names 
that have been thrown at Christians, 
and that chiefly by the priestly 
churches, through the centuries. It is 
entitled: “Christians, Sectaries, Mis- 
creants. Typical Names, Surnames and 
Soubriquets.” 

In a way it is an indictment of the 
fad of church union, for it exhibits 
the profound inccmpatibilities between 
those who bear the name of Christian. 
Indeed, the worst persecutors of Chris- 
tians have usually been those who, as 
churchmen, claim the name of Christ 
while living far from Him. The prefa- 
tory note of this study remarks wisely: 

“At the present time, with its ecu- 
menical hope, the tendency is to con- 
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Sider schism to be the essential sin. 
That is an error. The veritable sin is 
the unfaithfulness of Christians, of the 
church as a whole. Constantly in the 
course of the centuries, the church of 
Christ has been saved because men arise 
and proclaim forgotten truths.” 

The great evangelical French leader, 
M. Adolphe Monod, once said: “Chris- 
tians are more united when they both 
go to Heaven with different names than 
when they go with the same name—one 
to Heaven, the other to hell.” 

In the discussions of patristic days, 
one party, the clerical, said, “Where 
the Church is, there is the Spirit”; the 
other, “Where the Spirit is, there is the 
Church.” One could not state more 
succinctly the fundamental difference 
between the Catholicisms in their vari- 
ous forms and spiritual Christianity in 
the centuries past, 

Ignatius, a father of theological mis- 
chief, wrote: Where the bishop is there 
is the church. Without a bishop, a 
church does not exist.” The dead hand 
of Ignatius, after seventeen centuries, 
weighs heavily on most of the negotia- 
tions for church unity and is the dis- 
turbing factor in such dubious church 
unions as that of the Church of South 
India. “Take care,” quoth Ignatius, 
“nothing is more important than unity.” 
Really nothing is less important than 
unity in his sense, the regimentation 
of people in one church and under one 
name. 





As for “the Church” and the denomi- 
nations, a denomination is an appellation, 
a title, a designation. Denominations are, 
then, those who are named, named after 
Luther or Wesley or other founders; 
named after forms of church govern- 
ment; named after characteristic rites. 
Also named in derision, as Quakers or 
Puritans, or in hatred. It is with the 
last that M. Isely deals chiefly. The 
Gospel was to be preached as a wit- 
ness to all nations. . . . Its preachers 
were to be hated of all nations. These 
people were hated everywhere for 
preaching the Gospel everywhere and 
that hatred expressed itself frequently 
in. unkind, even slanderous names, 

Given in derision, they became at 
times a mark of honor, for they were 
associated with irreproachable living 
and noble Christian testimony. They 
were given to those who had left 
the dominant, powerful, persecuting, 
priestly churches to become the pilgrim 
church in manifold revivals through the 
centuries. The two types flowed along- 
side each other as the emerald-clear 
Arve beside the muddy Rhone at their 
point of junction, 





Now to the names, In early Rome, 


Christians were called Asini, asses, on 
the slanderous charge that they wor- 
shiped an ass’s head; also Sarmenticii, 
“faggots,” a sinister title, as it suggested 
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that they were predestined fuel for the 
burning: Again they were called tene- 
brosa gens, “a race of darkness,” in 
allusion to the dark catacombs in which 
they took refuge from persecutors. 

The Paulicians of Asia Minor, butch- 
ered by tens of thousands by the ortho- 
dox Empress Theodora, fled to the 
Balkans and reappeared in later times 
as Bogomilians. There, in the course 
of four centuries, bitterly attacked by 
the Greek Church on the East and the 
Roman Church on the West, they knit 
fraternal contacts with underground 
Christians in Armenia, among the Albi- 
genses of Languedoc, the Italian Wal- 
denses, and the Hussites of Bohemia. 
Here was genuine church unity, the 
unity of the Spirit. . 

And this brings up another interest- 
ing question. When Jesus announced 
that the Gospel of the Kingdom must 
be preached (before He returned) to all 
nations, did He mean only in the end 
times? Hardly, for He intimated that 
faith on the earth at His coming might 
be impaired almost to the point of 
eclipse. 

Did He not rather mean that the tes- 
timony was to be given among all 
nations during the whole time of the 
Gentiles? Surely much of the world 
has already received the witness where 
traces of it are now slight or nonexist- 
ent. One thinks of the North African 
church before the Moslem invasion of 
Nestorian missions all or Eastern 
Asia, and not the least of these medi- 
eval Christian movements. Hence the 
condition precedent to our Lord’s re- 
turn may be more nearly fulfilled than 
we realize. Which consideration might 
well put us on the watch. Maranatha! 


Some of these medieval saints, as the . 


Henricians and Petrobusians, were 
called Acephales, or headless, because 
they were not ordained or recognized 
by the dominant church. The Patarini, 
an Italian primitive Christian group, 
are said to have received their name 
from the quarter of Milan in which 
they were most commonly found, the 
Pataria, or ragpickers’ quarter. This 
indicated the humble origin of these 
followers of Christ. They belonged, in 
Paul’s Corinthian classification, to the 
weak, the despised, those of nought. 

But they received another name also, 
the Passagani, the passers, because of 
their constant missionary movement 
from place to place. Among the popu- 
lace they enjoyed a high reputation for 
their consistent Christian walk and 
kindly charities to the poor. Their 
spread in flourishing communities was 
astonishing in extent in spite of mas- 
sacre. In 1207, for example, a pope 
went in person “to cleanse Viterbo of 
Patarini filth,” which he did with 
bloody thoroughness, 

The Waldenses, greatly active as trav- 
eling merchants and evangelists, at the 
same time, were called, in Northern 
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France and Belgium, Turlupins, “Turih 
wolves,” an allusion to their origin in 
North Italy. Others in Austria were 
named Grubenheimer, or cave dwellers 
(“of whom the world was not worthy 
. . . in dens and caves of the earth”). 

They were also called Cathari, the 
pure, Puritans, in recognition of their 
unspotted life in the world. At times 
the word had an accent of dislike as 
given in reproach to “the too good.” 
Muth ado is made of St. Francis d’Assisi, 


(Continued on page 193) 








Notes on Open Letters 





Egypt, Israel, and Assyria 
Will you please explain the follow- 

ing passage. It is a beautiful message 
to all. I would like to see it in the 
Trmes. Isaiah 19:24, 25: “In that day 
shall Israel be the third with Egypt 
and with Assyria, even a blessing in 
the midst of the land: whom the Lord 
of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed 
be Egypt my people, and Assyria the 
work of my hands, and Israel mine 
inheritance.”—A California reader. 

About the time this letter was re- 
ceived, the Editor was pleased to get 
from his friend and collaborator, Dr, 
Wilbur M. Smith, an autographed copy 
of his latest book, “Egypt in Biblical 
Prophecy,”1 which he has read and 
written a review of for the Trmes. Dr. 
Smith gives most of a chapter to an 
exposition of fsaiah 19:18-24, and from 
it the following is taken: 

“The prophet concludes his oracle on 
Egypt by introducing two other nations: 
Assyria and Israel. As many commen- 
tators admit, Assyria may sometimes 
refer to Syria, immediately north of 
Israel. Israel has always been located 
between these two empires: Assyria to 
the north, and Egypt to the south. She 
was in bondage to the southern power 
at the beginning of her history, and was 
in captivity to the other at the end of 
her kingdom days. Between these two 
periods, at various times, she has been 
harassed and invaded, now by an en- 
emy from the south, then, at other 
times, from the north. The end of the 
age will see all these rivalries, antago- 
nisms and conflicts terminated. ‘In that 
day shall Israel be the third with Egypt 
and with Assyria’—all three bound to- 
gether with open lines of communica- 
tion—‘a highway out of Egypt to As- 
syria.” As Rawlinson reminds us, “The 
highway. was to facilitate the return of 
the Israelites to their own land. Now 
the object is perfectly free communica- 
tion between the three peoples.’ ‘The 
roads on which Old Testament con- 
querors had so often marched are now 
to serve for the peaceful intercourse 
of the nations admitted into the King- 
dom of God’ [G. F. Oehler].” 


1W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $3.50. 
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TIDWELL BIBLE WEBRARTO 


ll. A. J. Gordon Is Called to. a Church in Boston 


Beginning twenty-five years at the 


Clarendon Street Baptist Church 


HE work in Jamaica Plain had 

been making satisfactory progress 

for about four years when Gor- 
don was disturbed, almost shocked, by 
the visit of delegates who brought him 
a unanimous call to an important pas- 
torless church in Boston. At first he 
refused to consider leaving his beloved 
people, but after two years of constant 
solicitation by the committee he yielded, 
and accepted the cal] to the Clarendon 
Street Baptist Church. He continued 
as its pastor until his death, twenty- 
five years later, and under his leader- 
ship the life of the church was remolded 
in several vital respects. 

Boston was not friendly to a spiritual 
ministry: the very air was impregnated 
with the negatives of Unitarianism, the 
absurdities of Christian Science, and the 
vagaries of other isms and cults. Into 
this welter of beliefs and unbeliefs was 
thrust this young minister, who later 
described himself as “a prohibitionist 
in temperance reform; a supporter and 
colaborer with D. L. Moody in his evan- 
gelistic movement: low-church in eccle- 
siology, and premillennial in escha- 
tology.” 

And what of the condition of the Clar- 
endon Street Church itself? When Gor- 
don came, “it was a ‘family church’ of 
an approved type, somewhat exclusive, 
with a generous sprinkling of rich men 
in the pews. It was a church in which 
the line of separation between the Haves 
and the Have-nots, so fatal to the best 
type of church development, was de- 
fined with more or less conscientious- 
ness.” When he died, the church was 
one where “the rich and the poor meet 
together: the Lord is the maker of them 
all”—a truly democratic body. 


A Change to Congregational Singing 


Another change, which was effected 
only aftey fifteen years of prayer and 
patient instruction by Pastor Gordon, 
was the substitution of hearty singing 
by the congregatidn instead of the 
trained rendition of classical music by 
paid choir and organist. “For years 
music committees met and jangled and 
voted money and received meekly the 
gratuitous criticisms of the church com- 
munity. Quartet succeeded quartet like 
the passing birds of passing seasons. 
Gradually, however, opinions changed, 
and the pastor’s plan became the peo- 
ple’s policy. If one who had known 
the church in the seventies should enter 
it in the nineties, what a transforma- 
tion he wéuld observe! ... All are 


singing now, heartily, as unto the Lord, 
with an interested, worshipful spon- 


By GEORGE HUGH SEVILLE, D.D. 


It was not an easy ministry that 
the young pastor took up in Bos- 
ton, for the atmosphere was heavy 
with Unitarianism and the church 
had many rich men. This _ sec- 
ond article of the series on Ernest 
Gordon’s father tells how he tact- 
fully and gradually introduced 
needed innovations and made the 
church a lighthouse whose beams 
Shone far beyond Boston. It will 
be interesting to all who were 
readers of Ernest Gordon’s “Survey 
of Religious Life and Thought” (now 
ably carried on by Dr. Wilbur 
Smith), his biographical sketches 
and reviews, to see the influence of 
the father on the son in his writings 
and attitudes toward men and things. 
There will be two more articles in 
this series on Dr. A. J. Gordon. 








taneity very different from the lassitude 
of the old time, when to sit still on the 
cushions and listen to trios from Men- 
delssohn or to the performance of fugues 
and contrapuntal etudes on the organ 
was the ideal of worship.” Emphasis 
was laid, too, on congregational partici- 
pation in other parts of the worship 
service—the responsive reading, the of- 
fering of tithes and gifts, audible re- 
sponse to the pastor’s prayers. 


The Clarendon Street Church had 
been a congregation of self-centered, 
complacent churchgoers, untouched by 
and indifferent to the unsaved in their 
city. But a great change came in 1877 
when D. L. Moody pitched his tent only 
three hundred feet away. The church 
was used for overflow meetings and 
as an inquiry room. “The influence of 
Mr. Moody’s meetings in 1877 affected 
both pastor and people. Indeed, this 
year was the turning point, the climac- 
teric which, after seven years of lethar- 
gic religious life, opened a new period 
of spiritual health. When the revival 
meetings were finished, Gordon realized 
that the crest of the hill had been 
passed, and that the crisis in the strug- 
gle for a spiritual as against a secular 
church was over.” 


One result of the Moody evangelistic 
meetings was the reception into the 
Clarendon Street Church of “thirty re- 
claimed drunkards.” The admission of 
so many converted alcoholics into the 
church necessitated a change in the 
character of the Communion service. 
“The cup of dragons could not be offered 
to men whom it had tortured and poi- 
soned.” It was an innovation to use the 
pure juice of the grape and unleavened 


bread in observing the Lord’s Supper; 
the change was made not only out of 
consideration for the men to whom the 
alcoholic wine would be a temptation, 
but as a result of Dr. Gordon’s careful 
exegetical study of the Scriptures. Since 
a difference of opinion still exists on 
the question, a brief quotation from Dr. 
Gordon’s discussion of this important 
subject will be worth while. 


The Fitness of the Symbols 


Dr. Gordon considered the elements 
used in observing the Passover and the 
similar words employed by the Lord 
Jesus in instituting His memorial sup- 
per, and then speaks of the fitness of 
certain symbols to set forth the meaning 
of the Lord’s Supper. “The Passover 
loaf was typical of Jesus Christ. It is 
important, therefore, that the symbols 
which point: back to Christ should be 
as significant as those which pointed 
forward to him. The unleavened bread 
was rigidly insisted on as the cere- 
monial prophecy of Christ; the un- 
leavened bread was used in instituting 
the memorial sacrament of Christ; and 
we hold that the unleavened bread 
meets the typical requirements and 
therefore should still be retained in the 
eucharist. We apply the same principle 
to the cup. It is the symbol of ‘the pre- 
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb with- 
out blemish and without spot.’ Here is 
the one blood in which there is no taint 
of hereditary sin, no trace of natural 
or acquired depravity. What can ade- 
quately symbolize the holy. blood of him 
who, ‘through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without spot to God’? 

“Scripture declares that leaven sig- 
nified corruption; chemistry pronounces 
that fermentation is death. How then 
can this element typify Christ? Can 
corruption stand as the similitude of 
the Incorruptible One? Can death show 
forth Him who is Life? It may be fit- 
ting that those who are ‘the degenerate 
plants of a strange vine’—the deniers of 
Christ’s spotless humanity—should sym- 
bolize their faith by the cup in which 
the depravity of alcohol is working to 
produce all manner of concupiscence; 
but let the branches of the True Vine, 
who rejoice in the holiness of their 
Head, contend for the true fruit of the 
vine, and so keep the cup of the Lord 
innocent and undepraved till they drink 
it new in the kingdom of the Father.” 


(To be continued) 


“Be not drunk with wine, wherein is 
excess; but be filled with the Spirit” 
(Eph. 5:18). 
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_A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Tower of Babel returning?—While 

I do not believe that these satellites, 
Sputniks, the Explorer, etc., are in any 
direct way related to prophetic passages 
in either the Old or New Testaments, 
certainly other factors are being re- 
vealed in some of the abundant litera- 
ture that is now appearing. One of 
the most striking, and disturbing, state- 
ments I have seen is that by Wernher 
von Braun, the famous German scientist 
now working in our country, director 
of the Development Operations Division 
of the Army Ballistics Missile Agency 
at Huntsville, Alabama. In Time maga- 
zine for February 10, Dr. von Braun is 
reported as saying that space travel 
“will free man from his remaining 
chains, the chains of gravity which still 
tie him to this planet. It will open to 
him the gates of heaven.” But the 
chains of gravity are not the only re- 
maining chains binding man. He that 
committeth sin is the slave of sin. More- 
over, space travel will never open for 
man “the gates of heaven.” Heaven is 
the abode of God, and no man comes 
to the Father but by Christ—He is the 
way to Heaven, and not some guided 
missile or new form of Sputnik. 

Is not this the spirit of which we read 
in the Book of Genesis, “And they said 
one to another, Come, let us make brick, 
and burn them thoroughly. And they 
had brick for stone, and slime had they 
for mortar. And they said, Come, let 
us build us a city, and a tower, whose 
top may reach unto heaven, and let us 
make us a name; lest we be scattered 
abroad upon the face of the whole 
earth.” As’ Leupold has pointed out, 
the words translated “make a name” 
signify the desire to acquire fame or a 
reputation. “These builders are stren- 
uously determined to achieve fame. No 
effort is to be spared. If stones are not 
available, they must be manufactured. 
The tower was to provide the rallying 
point and to be at the same time a token 
of their oneness of purpose, and of neces- 
sity becomes the symbol of defiance of 
God, . . .. Such a concentrated spirit 
of opposition to God is sufficiently seri- 
ous to call for divine intervention.” 

More detailed, but expressing a sim- 
ilar mood, are some remarks of Dr. 
Charles Frankel, professor of Philosophy 
at Columbia University, in an article, 
“The Third Great Revolution of Man- 
kind” (New York Times Magazine, Feb- 
ruary 9, 1958). Dr. Frankel says: “This 
spurt of the human mind has social and 
moral, as well as technological conse- 
quences. The sputniks are signs in the 


I THE spirit that prompted the 


skies that the normal human scene is 


changing in some of its fundamental 
characteristics and that we are living in 
the midst of a fundamental revolution 
in human affairs.” According to Dr. 
Frankel, there have been three major 
revolutions in the history of mankind: 
first, when man changed from being a 
nomadic hunter to a cultivator of crops; 
secondly, when he advanced into what 
is known as the industrial age; and now, 
when we begin this conquest of space. 
Of the present change he says, “In the 
natural energies it has released, and in 
the speed with which it has done so, 
the present shift in the relation of man 
to his environment dwarfs either of its 
predecessors.” 

The professor’s closing paragraph has 
a somewhat boastful tone: “But if 
utopia is not around the corner, neither 
is it inevitable that our powers are un- 
equal to the problems that are appear- 
ing. In an age whose problems are 
almost all signs of mounting human 
powers, this would be a strange moral 
to draw. Man is now making his own 
stars and setting his own impress on 
the solar system.” 

The scientific achievements of our day, 
at least, are not leading men to think 
of God, or bow before Him who is the 
sole creator of our universe. 


Presidential Elections in the Philip- 
pines.—The Far East News Service re- 
lates a most interesting development in 
the recent Philippine presidential elec- 
tions, the facts of which I had not seen 
in any American newspaper, 

“Carlos P. Garcia, Vice-President un- 
der the late Ramon Magsaysay of the 
Philippines, has recently been sworn 
into the highest office of the land. 
Garcia handily defeated his three chief 
opponents and took over for a four-year 
term, Plans are now being made for 
an early visit to the United States, 

“The issue of religion grabbed the 
headlines in the final days of campaign- 
ing. On the eve of election day the 
liberals, trying to gain Catholic support, 
came out with full-page ads in the 
papers and millions of leaflets claiming 
that ‘832 out of the 38 Roman Catholic 
bishops in the country were supporting 
Jose Yulo for president! This is the 
Truth!’ they cried. ‘The (Roman Cath- 
olic) church would want Yulo to be 
the next president to safeguard our Holy 
Mother Church.’ Most of the Catholic 
leaders were strangely silent, but it took 
the Papal Nuncio (a foreigner) and a 
Filipino provincial bishop to make vio- 
lent exceptions. In strong language 
they placed full-page ads in the same 
papers the following day stating that 





By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


the authors and publishers of such state- 
ments are liars and quoted John 8:33 
in toto. Charges and countercharges of 
lying were hurled at each other to the 
utter confusion of those who were want- 
ing the truth and who were to cast their 
ballots. 

“Many people feel the defeat of Mr. 
Yulo could be directly attributed to his 
attempt to bring about ecclesiastical 
pressure among the electorate. This is 
a grim reminder to those who would 
take up the religion-of-Church angle in 
a politically free Philippines.” 


Entertainment Spending and Mission- 
ary Giving.—Probably the largest group 


* of people gathered in one place on one 


day for entertainment is seen in the city 
of Pasadena for the events of New 
Year’s Day—the Tournament of Roses, 
the Rose Bow] football game, and the 
horse races at Santa Anita. I have tried 
to ascertain how much money was spent 
by men and women for attendance at 
these events, the first two of which are 
innocent forms of entertainment, while 
the last is, in my opinion, nothing but 
a curse. Of the more than a million 
people who watched the Rose Parade, 
60,373 had seats in the grandstands reg- 
istered at the permit office. At $5.50 
a seat, this represents a total expendi- 
ture of $332,000. To this should - be 
added the number of seats sold in pri- 
vate buildings and the fees paid for 
parking automobiles, which would make 
a total of not less than $350,000. There 
are 100,000 seats in the Rose Bowl, 
which, at $5.50 a seat, means total gate 
receipts of $550,000. Admission price at 
the Santa Anita race track is $1.95. 
There were 39,000 people there on New 
Year’s Day, making a total of $78,000, 
and adding the cost of box seats, not 
less than $80,000. For these three events, 
the tickets alone cost $980,000. At Santa 
Anita, the betting on New Year’s Day 
reached $2,272,626. Thus, -the total 
amount of money spent on these three 
events for tickets and betting, between 
eight o’clock in the morning and five 
o’clock in the afternoon of one day, 
was $3,252,626. 

This sum of over three million dollars 
is more than the total annual contri- 
butions of the entire Disciples of Christ 
denomination, with a membership of 
approximately two million people, and 
more than the annual missionary con- 
tribution of the Congregational Chris- 
tian Church, with 1,300,000 members. In 
other words, more money left the hands 
of men and women for: these three 
events in the amusement and sporting 
world, not including food and travel, 
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in one day within a radius of six miles, 
than is given by two million church 
members to the cause of missionary 
activity in a full year! 


Problem Drinkers in the U.S.A.—I am 
not sure just how much is accomplished 


, by the publication of statistics on the 


consequences of alcoholism in our coun- 
try. It does not seem to stop people 
from. drinking, or to bring about the 
passing of any more stringent laws. A 
recent national weekly reports that two 
million workers in the United States 
are either alcoholics or problem drinkers, 
and that’ this group last year cost 
United States industry more than one 
billion dollars and thirteen million man 
hours. 

The article continues: “Time was 
when industry ferreted such workers 
and fired them. Today the boss keeps 
a close eye out for the problem drinker, 
but it is more often to help than to fire 
him. Once a problem drinker is spot- 
ted, he usually gets a heart-to-heart 
talk from the supervisor or member of 
the firm’s counseling staff, who refers 
him to the plant’s doctor. Allis-Chal- 
mers has thus cut ‘its firing rate for 
alcoholics in the last ten years from 
ninety-five per cent to eight per cent.” 

In San Francisco, Major George Chris- 
topher has found it necessary to form 
a Mayor’s Committee on Alcoholic 
Problems. Last year San Francisco's 
population consumed a total of 3,500,000 
gallons of distilled spirits, an average 
of 4.10 gallons per person! The con- 
sumption of bottled wine, increasing 
steadily, is not even included in this 
figure. The city reports 95,000 problem 
drinkers, of which 23,000 are chronic 
alcoholics. The sheriff himself has said, 
“San Francisco has the most pronounced 
case of alcoholism in the nation.” And, 
if I am not mistaken, San Francisco also 
has one of the lowest church attendance 
averages of any large city in the United 
States, 


Catholic News in the Congressional 
Record.—Though I have mentioned this 
matter more than once in these columns, 
I intend to continue speaking of it, that 
is, this loading up of the Congressional 
Record with accounts of events in the 
Roman Catholic Church which have 
nothing to do directly with our Govern- 
ment, or with national interest. The 
Appendix of the Record for January 28 
carries a nine-column account of the 
enthronement of the Most Reverend 
Howard Joseph Carroll as fourth bishop 
of the Altoona-Johnstown diocese in 
Pennsylvania on January 23. Now, 
there are more than one hundred and 
ten bishops and archbishops in this 
country, and each one of them has as 
ftuch right to six thousand words in the 
Congressional Record as this bishop of 
Altoona. 

Some of these lines look very strange 
in a publication devoted to the record- 
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ing of proceedings in the Senate and 
House of Representatives in our demo- 
cratic government, for example: “On 
this day the vicar of Christ upon earth, 
His Holiness Pope Pius XII, sends you 
as your shepherd his dearly beloved 
son in Christ, Howard Carroll. Bishop 
Carroll has received his episcopal 
powers through Archbishop Cicogani, 
our beloved apostolic delegate, who was 
consecrated by Cardinal Rossi, who was 
consecrated by Cardinal DaLai, who was 
consecrated by St. Piux X. He has de- 
rived both his powers and his jurisdic- 
tion very immediately from two pon- 
tiffs who have ruled the church during 
more than half of the 20th century.” 

Then, of course, there must be some 
lines on the Virgin Mary—so utterly 
contrary to what she is set forth to be 
in the New Testament: 

“May He who is the way, the light 
and the life of all mankind be also the 
cornerstone of our building and may Our 
Lady, His ever-gracious, Blessed Mother 
and ours, whose special intercession I 
implore today for the diocese and its 
shepherds, protect and shelter us always 
under the broad, warm mantle of her 


tender love.” : 


Encouraging Evangelism in France.— 
Some time ago I reported a rather dis- 
couraging experience of some mission- 
aries who attempted to conduct evange- 
listic services in a village in France. 
More encouraging word has now come 
from that part of Europe. In a recent 
communication Dr. John C. Winston of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission passes along 
this information, 

“An evangelistic series ‘with the 
Churchmobile has just: been completed 
in Anderlecht, where the little church 
is located. Moody Science films were 
shown nightly for ten days followed 
each night by a short Gospel message. 
There were about fifty or sixty in at- 
tendance every night, with about twen- 
ty-five new people every night! When 
you consider that some series of meet- 
ings with the Churchmobile have gone 
on for two weeks without ever having 
one new person in attendance because 
of a hostile attitude on the part of the 
townspeople, it is no small miracle that 
we had so many. Over one hundred Gos- 
pels were given out to those who re- 
quested them, and we have many new 
contacts to follow up. Best of all, the 
church members themselves:are enthusi- 
astic and are working hard at evangeliz- 
ing their own neighbors. One woman 
who has ffo family and whose husband 
is retired spends a great deal of her 
time in visiting people to encourage 
them to come to church. We would 
appreciate your praying that we might 
get more young families and children.” 


Chapel Discontinued at the University 
of’ Vermont.—For more than a century 
chapel exercises have been held on 
Wednesday morning during the aca- 


~ 
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demic year at the University of Ver- 
mont at Burlington. This exercise has 
now been eliminated from the schedule 
because certain citizens have insisted 
that no religious exercise should be 
held in a tax-supported institution. This 
is im sharp contrast to what James 
Madison had in mind when he wrote 
the constitutional amendment which 
provides for the separation of church 
and state; for, while serving as a mem- 
ber of the official board of the Univer- 
sity of Virginia, he offered a resolution 
making Bible study compulsory in all 
classes taught in the university, a reso- 
lution which was adopted. 


Church Attendance in the U.S.A.— 
The subject of church attendance in our 
land has been given careful study by 
the American Institute of Public Opin- 
ion at Princeton. The results of: the 
study reveal that last year approxi- 
mately 48,500,000 adults attended church 
in an average week, or 47 per cent of 
the total United States adult population 
—an increase of about one million over 
1956, but a drop of one million from the 
1955 figure. The Institute concluded 
that after an upward trend for fifteen 
years, there has been a gerieral leveling 
off in church attendance. Of the adult 
population attending church, 51 per cent 
were women. Seventy-four per cent of 
adult Catholics attended church in a 
given week, 40 per cent of the adult 
Protestant, and 18 per cent of the adult 
Jews. 


Protestant Giving—A news release 
of early November reports that the total 
amount of contributions from members 
of fifty-two Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox churches for the last year 
passed the two billion mark, for the 
first time—specifically, $2,041,908,161. Of 
this amount, 81 per cent was used for 
local congregational expenses, and ap- 
proximately 19 per cent for foreign and 
home missions and relief abroad. Per 
member giving for all purposes in the 
forty-one bodies reporting comparable 
figures reached a new high average of 
$67.74, as compared with $52.88 in 1956. 
The Seventh-Day Adventists, with a 
membership of 288,568, again led the 
per-member contributions with $202.02, 
and the Wesleyan Methodists were not 
far behind, with an average of $197.43. 


Dame Christabel Pankhurst.—On Fri- 
day, February 14, -Dame Christabel 
Pankhurst passed away at her home at 
Santa Monica, California, 

During the score of years following 
the First World War, Miss Pankhurst 
was one of the most famous writers and 
speakers on subjects connected with our 
Lord’s return in the whole of the Eng- 
lish world. She, with her sister, Sylvia, 
came into prominence, and experienced 
considerable persecution, in the early 
days of this century in her vigorous 
campaigns for women’s suffrage in Eng- 
land. As early as 1908, she authored 
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a book, “The Commons’ 
Women’s Suffrage.” 

The First World War completely un- 
dermined her confidence in the ability 
of political and economic reforms to 
usher in.a new age, and, turning to 
her New Testament, Miss Pankhurst 
learned that the real hope of mankind 
was in the return of the Lord Jesus. 
Her first work on prophecy, “The Lord 
Cometh” (1923), was followed the next 
year by a larger volume, “Pressing 
Problems of .the Closing Age,” with a 
preface by Dr. F. B. Meyer. A few lines 
relative to her earlier views as set forth 
in this volume (p, 41) are revealing: 

“Suffragists, in the days of their cam- 
paign, had not a doubt that the votes 
of women could and would bring about 
the pacification and harmonizing of the 
world. The women’s vote was to enable 
the solution of problems which the men, 
voting and ruling alone, left unsolved 
and treated as bones of contention. Alas! 
it is not so simple as all that. Women 
in Britain and the United States— 
points of vast strategic importance polit- 
ically—have much voting power, but 
where is their policy for world-regen- 
eration? They have not got one.” 

Miss Pankhurst’s third volume, “World’s 
Unrest” (1926), had a wide circulation, 
and was followed by an especially bril- 
liant work, “Seeing the Future.” The 
Library of Congress lists another title 
which I have not seen, “The Uncur- 
tained Future” (London, 1940); this 
could be a reprint of the third volume 
or another book entirely. Often a con- 
tributor to the pages of THE SUNDAY 
ScnooL Times; Miss Pankhurst issued 
the volume, “The World’s Unrest,” 
through The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany (out of print). 

I was amazed in turning to these 
volumes again, thirty years after their 
publication, to note how up-to-date so 
many of the chapters are. In fact, in 
“Seeing the Future,” Miss Pankhurst 
has a chapter on “The Celestial Invasion 
of the Earth,” in which she _ says, 
“Earth-man’s invasion of the skies is to 
be the next scientific marvel” (p. 176). 
Like so many of the chapters, this one 
was based on wide reading in more than 
one language. In these chapters are 
quotations from a book, not known to 
me, by M. L. Houllevigue, “Interastral 
Communication.” 


Bible Reading Among Jews.—A re- 
markable quickening in interest in Bible 
reading has been observed recently 
among the Jewish people of Great 
Britain. The London Jewish Chronicle 
carries an announcement (nearly a 
column in length) that once again the 
Bulletin of the Bible Readers Union is 
available, after a lapse of eight years. 
The Honorary Organizer of this move- 
ment is the Rev. Joseph Halpern, 15 
St. Andrew’s Road, London N. W, 11. 

Mr. Halpern himself says: “The re- 
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cient homeland and the rebirth of the 
State of Israel is the fulfillment of 
prophecy and happening in our day, it 
is providential; for the world, as on 
more than one occasion in the past, but 
more urgently than ever before, is at 
the crossroads of destiny. . . . If the 
western pewers want a peaceful and 
united world they will direct their 
thoughts and energies towards enabling 
Israel to live with her Arab neighbors, 
and bringing about conditions in the 
Middle East in which Jerusalem can 
become the center of a godly kingdom 
such as the prophets had in mind when 
they spoke of the reunion of Israel and 
Judah.” 

An editorial in the same issue con- 
fesses: “It is a deplorable fact that the 
major part of the Psalter, because it 
does not appear in the regular liturgy, 
is comparatively unknown to the aver- 
age person. The same is unfortunately 
also the case with regard to the pro- 
phetical writings, of which only frag- 
mentary excerpts are included in the 
Haftarot. Nor is the ordinary layman 
much encouraged by the fact that few 
Anglo-Jewish scholars devoted them- 
Selves to specifically Biblical studies.” 


Enemies of the Bible—While in Chi- 
cago this month for the Founder’s Week 
Conference of Moody Institute, and 
completing preparation on one of my 
messages, “The Eternal Word of God,” 
I recalled the names of two men who 
had lived in that city years before, 
both bitter and lifelong enemies of the 
Word of God in their speaking and writ- 
ing. The lesser known of the two, M. 
M. Mangasarian, was quite active when 
I was a boy and had an office in Or- 
chestra Hall. Mr. Mangasarian wrote 
a book, “The Bible Unveiled,” which 
had little influence then and has wholly 
dropped from sight since. 

More influential in his generation was 
the famous lawyer and orator Robert 
G. Ingersoll (1833-1899), author of the 
once widely read but now seldom seen 
work, “Some Mistakes of Moses,” and 
many other antireligious publications. 
Thinking that I might read again some 
of the more bitter pages of Ingersoll’s 
attacks upon the Bible, I went over to 
the famous Newberry Library, where 
I found a complete set of his writings 
in twelve volumes, published originally 
in 1900. From the index I chose two 
sections which I thought might contain 
the two most direct attacks upon the 
doctrine of inspiration, “Why I Do Not 
Believe the Bible Is Inspired,” and “My 
Chicago Bible Class.” The two volumes 
embracing these sections were brought 
to me, and I had a surprise indeed— 
the pages had not even been cut! 

These volumes were accessioned at 
the Newberry Library in 1942 (where 
they rested for the forty years subse- 
quent to publication, I would not know), 
and so have been available there for 
sixteen years. At least 12,000 people a 
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year call for books in the reading room 
of the Newberry Library, which means 
almost 200,000 readers in that period of 
time. Not one of these, however, even 
those working in fields of American his- 
tory and literature, considered the writ- 
ings of Ingersoll important enough to 
read: 

Not only is Robert G. Ingersoll dead, 
but his attacks upon the Bible are dead, 
So, as the circulation of the Scriptures 
increases year by year, and books about 
the Bible and about our Lord multiply 
week by week, the attacks upon the 
Bible are entombed with their authors, 
And visible from the Newberry Library 
is a group of buildings dedicated to the 
study of the Word of God, in which 
over a thousand men and women are 
devoting themselves to the interpreta- 
tion of the Scriptures; and that very 
week thousands were gathering every 
hour of the day, and into the night, to 
hear the exposition of that same Word 
of God which they had begun to read 
and to love, some of them decades be- 
fore. 


“Teen-Agers and Drink” is the title 
of a factual article in a recent issue of 
the London paper, Illustrated, The fig- 
ures set forth here would not surprise us 
in our own country, where drunkenness 
is common, though nonetheless disgrace- 
ful, but they do shock England. The 
article begins: “Drunkenness is increas- 
ing in Britain, especially among teen- 
agers. In three years the number of 
offenses proved, against young men and 
women under twenty-one has risen by 
seventy-five per cent. Today it is no 
longer unusual for a case of drunken- 
ness to come before the juvenile courts. 
The latest figures show that in one year 
933 boys and girls under eighteen were 
found guilty of being drunk.” 

i did not know before reading this 
article that in England young people in 
their teens who are refused a drink in 
a pub can walk out and buy anything 
they wish at an off-license store and 
drink it while standing in the doorway, 
if they wish. The law allows a child 
under fourteen to buy liquor so long as 
it is corked! 

There is a judgment day coming for 
the whole gorup of manufacturers and 
purveyors of distilled liquors who are 
getting rich at the expense of the souls 
of men and women. 


The Korean Presbyterian Church, as 
the result of strenuous effort during the 
last three years, in 1957 reported holding 
crusades in 24 cities, with a total attend- 
ance of 1,210,000. In villages of two 
thousand and less population, 239 new 
churches were established embracing 4 
combined membership of nearly 23,000. 
Of these, 147 were tent structures. All 
the workers and financial support for 
this campaign, which will be continued 
for two more years, have come from 
the Koreans exclusively. 
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Two Auca Women See Their First Town 


Lively experjences described by Betty Elliot in a 
recent letter to her own and her husband's families 


In November ae Auca women 
came Out of their territory to a 
Quichua Indian settlement on the 
Curaray River, not far from where 
the five men were killed two years 
ago. They were met by Betty Elliot 
and Dr. Wilfred Tidmarsh, both of 
Christian Missions in Many Lands. 
Tape recordings of their conversa- 
tions were made and sent up to 
Rachel Saint who, with the other 
young Auca woman, Dayuma, is at 
the headquarters of the Wycliffe 
Translators at Sulphur Springs, Ark. 
They worked out a translation of 
the recordings and sent them back 
to Ecuador. The story appeared to 
tell of many killings in the tribe, so 
these two ran away. A recurrent 
phrase, repeated by one or the other 
of the two women, is, “Crying, I 
came.” For some time now these 
women have been with Betty El- 
liot in an Indian home at Shandia, 
where she and Jim Elliot lived 
and worked for some time. This 
letter describes a visit to Shell Mera, 
where are headquarters of the Gos- 
pel Missionary Union, Missionary 
Aviation Fellowship, and a hospital 
sponsored by HCJB.—Editor. 


Shell Mera, Ecuador. 
February 5, 1958. - 


CAME out here last Friday with the 

two Auca women and Valerie. Man- 
kamu had had a bad time with an ab- 
scessed tooth, and I had been wanting 
for some time to have them X-rayed for 
TB, so felt I should come now. When 
I told them we were going for a ride 
in the plane, they were gleeful, but 
then the thought struck them that per- 
haps I was going to dump them back 
in Arajuno. I indicated Shell Mera, 
and that relieved them. They got a 
great thrill out of the trip this time, 


watching out of the windows all the time, ' 


gasping and nudging one another. The 
Sight of the town of Shell Mera, with 
its huge airstrip was cause for further 
gasps, but they soon got used to it; as 
Jim said to Nate, “Land an Indian on 
the moon: and he’d be satisfied in five 
minutes.” 

As soon as we got out of the plane, 
I herded them into the back of the pick- 
up and we took them up to the Army 
dentist. Mankamu obediently got into 
the chair indicated, and submitted to 
heedles in the face, and the yanking of 
four molars (she has one or two left, I 
think). Mintaka made herself at home 


on the floor of the dentist’s office, laugh- 
ing behind her hand as the dentist 
tossed the offending molars on the floor 


\ 


near her feet. Poor Mankamu trem- 
bled with pain, but nary a peep issued 
from her. She could see some sense in 
the process, which, unfortunately, was 
not the case later on when I wanted 
them to be X-rayed! It was quite a 
fight to get them to hold the plate cor- 
rectly in front of their chests, stick their 
chins on top of jt, bend the shoulders 
forward, and assume the horribly un- 
comfortable position necessary. Man- 
kamu, of course, breathed, which was 
fatal, so it had to be done a second 
time. Mintaka perhaps was too scared 
to breathe, at any rate, her plate came 
out O.K, the first time. Both are nega- 
tive, thank God. 


I took them for a stroll to the town, 
and one of the institute missionaries 
shouted to ask me if I were the Pied 
Piper—all of the town’s kids, and three- 
fourths of the adults were trailing after 
us. They realized, one by one, that 
these were “Aucas Jegitimas!” They 
came up and tweaked their perforated 
ears, felt their hair, etc. When I took 
them for a ride down to Puyo, which is 
a larger metropolis still, one woman 
asked if they talked. Before I replied, 
another bystander complied with the 
answer: “Of course not. But they do 
emit sounds.” Storekeepers rushed out 
to present them with gifts, everything 
from lollipops to pieces of raw pigskin 
to eat, and both of them returned with 
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stomach-aches. But both are well and 
happy now, Mankamu’s tooth swelling 
has disappeared, and they are sitting on 
the front porch, watching the cars go 
by. When one.would pass us as we 
walked down the road, both plunged for 
the ditch, grabbing up Valerie. I guess 
they figured I could die if I chose, but 
they saw to her safety. It was a scream. 
They’ve seen burros, horses (one with a 
man on his back—this took the cake. 
They nearly had hysterics), goats, etc. 
And they are interested to learn that 
this is where all the airplanes “sleep.” 
One night Hobey [Lowrance] spent the 
night away, and they asked me if the 
plane was going to sleep down there 
(pointing in the direction he had flown), 
They watch the huge TAO [commercial] 
plane take off, Wycliffe’s plane, and sev- 
eral other commercial planes, besides 
the two MAF ones. The cold climate 
does not seem to bother them too much, 
They took a while getting up courage 
to plunge into the little river down in 
back here, as it is much colder than our 
rivers. 

Ev Fuller, the doctor at the hospital 
here, gave them each a thorough phys- 
ical, pronounces them both very healthy 
specimens. Says he can’t judge their 
age, they could be between thirty and 
forty. That’s about as close as I can 
guess, too. 





Footnote: Hobey Lowrance and John Kee- 
nan are the two Missionary Aviation Fellow- 
ship pilots who, with their families, live at 
Shell Mera, using the sdme house and hangar 
which Nate and Marj Saint used when they 
lived there. The Lowrances live in the 
Saints’ former house and the Keenans have 
another house.—Editor. 























“Crying, | Came” 
Mintaka and Mankamu in the plane 








Good Things To Come in The Sunday School Times 


AN. Y. Police Captain’s Testimony 


In command of the 23rd Precinct in 
New York City, with three hundred 
men under him, Captain Conrad S. Jen- 
sen is a true Christian. He knows his 
Bible well, has written several tracts, is a 
soul-winner, and attends the Christian 
Businessmen’s Committee luncheons. 
He is well known on the Force as a 
Christian and was given his present 
difficult post partly because of it, be- 
side his fine record ‘as a police officer. 
For twelve years he was in a Bible class 
taught by James E. Bennet, well-known 
New York lawyer. Captain Jensen tells 
the story of his conversion and what 
the Bible and his faith in Christ have 
meant to him in his important work, 


oe 


Answering Rome’s Arguments 


Most evangelical believers know that 
Roman Catholic teaching on purgatory 
and transubstantiation is wrong, but 
how can they prove it so? Dr. J. B. 
Rowell, pastor of the Central Baptist 
Church, Victoria, B. C., who has spent 
years studying Catholic dogmas in order 
to refute them, has written five articles 
for Trmes readers. These are: “Prayers 
for the Dead,” “Purgatory—a Travesty 
of the Divine Character,” “Horrors of 
Purgatory—Rome’s Way Out,” “Purga- 
tory—Rome Trafficking in Uncertain- 
ties”; and “Transubstantiation—Was the 
Priest Responsible, or His Church?” As 
in his many former articles in THE SuN- 
pay ScHoot Times, Dr. Rowell is care- 
ful to quote Roman Catholic sources, 
then exposes their errors by logic and 
Scripture. Those who have Catholic 
neighbors and friends, whom they would 
like to win for Christ, will be glad to 
have these scholarly treatises in plain 
language. 


Was the Flood World-Wide? 


Dr. John C. Whitcomb of the Depart- 
ment of Old Testament and Hebrew at 
Grace Theological Seminary, Winona 
Lake, Ind., presented a paper last year 
at the joint meeting of the American 
Scientific Affiliation and the Evangelical 
Theological Society on the question, 
“Was the Genesis Flood World-Wide in 
Scope?” This was part. of his thesis 





for his doctor’s degree. Dr. Whitcomb 
believes “that the concept of a localized 
Flood can be maintained only at the 
peril of ignoring at least seven basic 
lines of evidence which are to be found 
in Scripture.” His seven arguments will 
be published in the Times. 





The Mystery and Ministry of Angels 

Dr. Herbert Lockyer of England, 
whose articles have frequently appeared 
in the Trwes, has made an extensive 
study of the subject of angels. He 
writes that his “determination to classify 
what the Bible says about angels was 
stimulated by the discovery that Rich- 
ard Hooker, English theologian of the 
fifteenth century, as he lay dying, medi- 
tated upon ‘the number and nature of 
angels, and their blessed obedience and 
order. And what an enlightening and 
edifying study it has proved to be!” 
The Times will publish a series of 
eleven or more articles by Dr. Lockyer 
on the following subjects: 


The Doctrine of Angels 
The Nature of Angels 
The Fall of Angels 
The Mission of Angels 
The Lord of Angelis 


Dr. Lockyer’s series of studies on the 
angels is supported by Scripture and 
quotations from the Church Fathers and 
other writers. Ministers and Sunday 
school teachers will be glad to have 
these articles, not only for present 
reading, but to keep for future refer- 
ence. 


Christian Science Exposed 

Mrs. May Humphrey Pease, a former 
Christian Scientist, shows how badly 
Mrs. Eddy was deceived, that her teach- 
ing is alien to the Bible, that “Science 
and Health” are placed above the Bible, 
that Eddyism is a religion of fear, that 
it denies the power of the ‘blood of 
Christ, that it presents a false Christ. 





Giant of Faith 
An article in a well-known magazine 
once "said that R. G. LeTourneau had 
provided seventy per cent of the earth- 





moving equipment used by the Armed 
Forces during the Second World War. 
Probably thousands of TIMEs readers 
have seen his name irf large black letters 
on the sides of the yellow monsters that 
help to build our highways, push aside 
brush and woodlands, and move houses, 
The story of his conversion, his growth 
as a phenomenal construction engineer, 
how he built up his great enterprise 
in the U.S.A., Africa, and South 
America, and how he has used most of 
the proceeds for Christian work is told in 
an illustrated article-by H. N, Ferguson 
of Brownsville, Texas, 





A Seminary President 


More than, thirty years ago Dr. Lewis 
Sperry Chafer, well-known theologian 
and writer, established the school in 
Texas which became the Dallas Theo- 
logical Seminary. It has continued to 
stand for “the faith once delivered unto 
the saints.’ Who is carrying on Dr. 
Chafer’s work today? He is Dr. John F. 
Walvoord, who has been connected with 
the Seminary since 1931 and president 
since 1952. He is one of the leading 
exponents of the dispensational inter- 
pretation of the Bible taught by such 
men as Dr. C. I. Scofield, Dr, James M. 
Gray, and Dr, Chafer. Oliver W. Price, 
Th.M., one of the directors of the Bible 
Lovers League, has written a sketch of 
Dr. Walvoord’s life and work for TrMeEs 
readers. 


Bible Notes by Ernest Gordon 


Though he was not rich in this world’s 
goods, and had no wife, children, or 
home of his own, the late Ernest Gordon 
—one of the Times’ most valued writers 
for more than thirty years—was wealthy 
in the things of God. He left a literary 
legacy which the Editors plan to share 
with readers. These are the fruit of 
Mr. Gordon’s knowledge of the cause of 
Temperance and his years of study of 
the Greek New Testament. The manu- 
scripts include “Notes From a Layman’s 
Greek Testament”; numerous Temper- 
ance articles; studies in Acts, Romans, 
1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephe- 
sians, Philippians, Colossians, and the 
Minor Epistles. 


All of the articles named here, with the exception of Mr. Gordon’s Bible studies, will be included in a year’s subscription 
to the Times begun at once. It is not likely that Mr. Gordon’s expositions can all be published within the year. 

Dr. Lockyer’s series on angels starts in the issue of April 5. All of these will be included in a 13-weeks subscription for 
$1 ($1.10 in Canada, U.S.A. dollars), which provides a good way to introduce the Times to your friends. 

For other subscription rates see page 195. Subscriptions should be sent promptly to 


395 N. Thiteenh Ss. The Sunday School Times Lompany Pritesetphic 5, Po 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12.. MARCH 23. THE CHURCH AND WORLD EVANGELISM 


Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 13:1-3; Romans 1:14-18; printed text, same 
Golden Text.—Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, aroting Gon te in 7 name of the Father, and of the Son, 


and of the Holy Ghost 


Tue Kinc JaAMEs VERSION 


Matt. 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: 

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen, 

Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at 
Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and 
Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and 
Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul. 

2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them, 


3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away. 


Rom. 1:14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the 
Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel 
to you that are at Rome also. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 


, believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 


17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness. . 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HREE things John Wesley said he 

must have—a whole Christ for his 

Saviour, a whole Bible for his 
guide, and the whole world for his par- 
ish. This third item is our special in- 
terest today. One reason John Wesley 
was so successful in his own sphere was 
that he was bigger than his sphere. 
No one parish in England could hold 
him. England was not big enough for 
him. His great heart embraced the 
world, 

It is quite apparent that no one of us 
can go into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature, but we 
Shall be of little value in the part of 
the world that we occupy unless our 


hearts reach out to the whole world.’ 


We shall make little impact on the crea- 
ture next door if we do not sense our 
debtorship to all creatures. Our mes- 
Sage is a universal message. Jesus Christ 
is the Saviour of the world. Christian- 
ity is not the Western religion, but the 
truth of God for all men. We need to 
be delivered from our provincialism as 
well as our sectarianism and see the 
world in its wholeness, with its one 
great need, and the sufficiency of the 
one Gospel to meet that need. Evange- 
lism, then, must reach beyond the com- 
munity and embrace the world. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 28°18—*, . . All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth.” The 
“power” here is that of authority. Note 


the cosmic scope of Christ’s authority. 
This commission was given at the meet- 
ing in Galilee (v. 10). 


Verse 19—“Go ... teach . . . baptiz- 
ing ... in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” The 
Gospel is not for some favored nation, 
but for all nations. Teaching is “mak- 
ing disciples.” The one name embraces 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


Verse 20.—“Teaching ... all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you... 
I am with you alway .,. . the end of 
the world.” Here is a different word for 


“teaching,” indicating the work of in-, 


struction, and a different tense (present 
instead of aorist), suggesting the con- 
tinuous work of instruction after one 
has become a disciple. It is not the- 
oretical instruction, but practical. For 
“world” read “age.” The work con- 
tinues as long as the age, and se does 
the promised presence of the Lord, 


Acts 13:1—*, . . in the church that 
was at Antioch certain prophets and 
teachers; as Barnabas ... Saul.” This 
was Syrian Antioch. For how Barnabas 
and Saul (later Paul) came to be there 
see 11:19-26. Here was a young church 
rich in ministry. It is not clear whether 
each of the men mentioned combined 
the offices of prophet and teacher, or 
whether some were the one and others 
the other. Certainly Paul was both. 

Verse 2.—“As they ministered ... 
and fasted; the Holy Ghost said, Sepa- 
rate me Barnabas and Saul...” The 
ministry was that of worship—a word 
from which we have “liturgy.” How 
the Holy Spirit spoke we are not told 


‘ 


—perhaps through one of the prophets. 
Note the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit 
in the work of the Gospel, 


Verse 3—“And when they had... 
laid their hands on them, they sent them 
away.” It is not unlikely that the whole 
church was called together for this 
solemn ceremony, for the life of the 
church was involved. We connect the 
laying on of hands with ordination, but 
these men were already ministers, now 
being set apart to a new and special 
task. For “sent them away” read 
“loosed them.” The church was called 
upon to free these men from their local 
responsibilities. 


Rom. 1:14.—“I am debtor . . . Greeks 

. Barbarians .. .” “Barbarians” was an 
epithet applied to all who were outside 
of the Greek culture. They were not nec- 
essarily barbarians in our sense of the 
term. Paul’s sense of responsibility is 
summed up in the word “debtor.” 


Verse 15.—*. . . I am ready to preach 
the gospel . . . at Rome also.” Paul, 
wanted to pay his debt in full, as far 
as human limitations made it possible. 
He recognized Rome as within the com- 
pass of his indebtedness. 


Verse 16.—“. . . I am not ashamed of 
the gospel . . . the power of God unto 
salvation ,. . . Jew first, and also to the 


Greek.” Many authorities omit the 
words “of Christ” after “the gospel.” 
The saving power of the Gospel makes 
it something to be proud of rather than 
an object to induce shame. In the provi- 
dence of God it came to the Jews first. 
Many believe that this establishes the 
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Jews’ prior right to the Gospel at all 
times. Compare 2:9, 10, 

Verse 17.—*. . . the righteOusness Of 
God revealed from faith to faith _.. 
The just shall live by faith.” No article 
is attached to “righteousness” in the 
Greek. “From faith to faith” is a diffi- 
cult phrase, telling us that the right- 
eousness seen in the Gospel is one that 
springs from faith and is bestowed upon 
faith—two aspects of the one truth. 

Verse 18.—“‘For the wrath of God is 
revealed ... against all ungodliness .. .” 
Here is the reason for the Gospel. There 
is a wrath of God which calls for pro- 
pitiation, and the Gospel tells how that 
is righteously done, 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The sanction of the going—the com- 
mand of Christ (Matt. 28: 18-20) 

2. The ordering of the going—the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit (Acts 13: 1-3) 

3. The philosophy of the going—the 
principle of debtorship (Rom. 1: 
14-18) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In her message to the British Com- 
monwealth of Nations last Christmas, 
Queen Elizabeth II spoke of the limita- 
tions of today’s monarchy, with special 
reference to herself as a woman. One 
sentence was, “I cannot lead you into 
battle, I do not give you laws or admin- 
ister jus‘ice.” The fact is, she is there 
as a servant of the people. Her author- 
ity is limited by the constitution, Finally 
the authority is with the people. 

It is not so with Christ. All authority 
is His, in Heaven and in earth, given 
to Him as the Son of man by the Father, 


It is His right to lead into battle. It is 
His right to give laws. It is His right 
to command. With this unlimited 


authority He has issued a great com- 
mand to His Church, a command which 
calls for action on the part of every 
member of the Church. It is the com- 
mand for world evangelization. “Go ye 
therefore, and teach [disciple] all 
nations” (Matt. 28:19). “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature” (Mark 16:15). Here is 
a command, a law, to be obeyed. We 
have no right to question it, evade it, 
or ignore it. Every Christian is called 
upon to seek out his God-appointed 
place in the realization of this great ob- 
jective. To disobey is to challenge the 
authority of God, 

When our Lord gave His great com- 
mand, He did not go to Heaven, sit 
down on His throne, and forget all about 
the command He had given. This Gos- 
pel law must be implemented, and the 
ascended Lord sent the Holy Spirit for 
this very purpose. True, the Holy Spirit 
has other functions in this age, but cer- 
tainly one of His functions is to direct 
the campaign of world evangelization. 
In our second lesson portion we see Him 
so engaged. The church in Antioch was 
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Last Week's Lesson 
11. March 16.—The Church and Com- 
munity Evangelism. Mark 5:18- 
20; Luke 8:26-39; 10:1, 2; Acts 
5:42; 1 Thessalonians 1:6-10 


Next Week’s Lesson 
13. March 30.—The Sacraments (Ordi- 
nances) of the Church. Matthew 
26:17-29; John 6:35-59; Acts 8: 
26-39; 16:25-34; Romans 6:3-11; 
1 Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:23-29 








rich in ministry, with its prophets and 


teachers. But a church will not remain 
strong and great if it fails to reach out 
to the “regions beyond.” The ministers 
of the church in Antioch were men of 
prayer, and therefore men open to the 
leading of the Lord. As they waited 
before God in prayer and worship, the 
Holy Spirit broke in upon them with a 
command—two of them, specified by 
name, were to be released from their 
local responsibilities to follow the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit in a new and 
wider sweep of Gospel ministry. Only 
let the Holy Spirit have His way in a 
church, and that church will be giving 
of its very life, in prayer and personnel 
and money, to world evangelization. 
There is strong reason, in addition to 
the command of the Lord, for pressing 
the evangelization of the world. This 
is a condemned world. The wrath of 
God has been made known. But the 
Gospel has come, revealing how God has 
provided a righteousness for unright- 
eous men. When men believe this Gos- 
pel, not only do they stand in righteous- 
ness before God, but a work of total 
salvation is begun. For the power of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HERE was the great commission 
of Matthew 28:18-20 spoken? 

2. What is the meaning of the word 
“power” in Matthew 28:18? 

3. What is the difference between the 
teaching of verse 19 and that of verse 
20 in Matthew 28? 

. 4. Why are we not told to baptize in 
the names of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit? 

5. What two Antiochs enter into New 
Testament story, and which one is re- 
ferred to in our lesson? 

6. How did Barnabas come to be in 
Antioch? 

7. How did Saul (Paul) come to be in 
Antioch? 

8. What great movement was started 
at the prayer meeting in Antioch? 

9. Who are referred to as Barbarians 
in Romans 1:14? 

10. What great religious movement 
was built on the last phrase of Romans 
1:17? 

(Answers on page 192) 
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God is in this Gospel. We have the cure 
for man’s great ill. Therefore we stand 
debtor to every man, and moral obliga- 
tion calls upon us to be ready. “I am 
debtor ... I am ready” (Rom. 1:14, 15). 


Topics for Development 


Prayer Meetings. The history of the 
church has witnessed some wonderful 
prayer meetings. 
a prayer meeting started in Herrnhut, 
Germany, which lasted for one hundred 
years. Out of it grew a missionary 
movement that reached the most diffi- 
cult sections of the world. 

On September 23, 1857, a prayer meet- 
ing was held in the Old Dutch Church 
on Fulton Street, New York, the fruit 
of which was what has been called the 
fifty-nine revival. 

Important as these were, they can- 
not outdo that prayer meeting which 
was held in Antioch, A.D. 46 or 47, 
attended by a group of ministers whose 
names are listed for us in the opening 
verses of Acts 13. That prayer meeting 
broke up the Antioch team, for it re- 
sulted in the calling of two of them, 
Barnabas and Saul, to a work whose 
importance is beyond computation. It 
was the beginning of the great mission- 
ary journeys. Many of our formal 
prayer meetings might as well never be 
held for all that they accomplish, but 
when church men and women come to- 
gether and really minister to the Lord 
in prayer and worship, there is no pre- 
dicting the results. 

“I Am.” The Apostle Paul does some- 
times talk about himself, but somehow 
his talk about himself does not bore 
us as in the case of certain individuals 
who have only one subject of conver- 
sation, “Capital I.” 

In the third portion of our lesson Paul 
says three things about himself, and 
every one of them searches us out, 

First, “I am debtor.” No one likes 
to admit that. We should all prefer to 
be creditors. We do not advertise our 
debts in the newspapers, and if some- 
body were to do that for us we should 
feel‘very badly about it. But Paul an- 
nounces his debtorship for the world 
to know. It is a most honorable in- 
debtedness. Having been entrusted 
with the cure for man’s greatest ill— 
sin—he holds himself debtor to all men 
who stand in need of the cure, and that 
means all men. 

Some are debtors but try by every 
conceivable scheme to get out of paying 
their debt.. Paul was not so. “I am 
debtor,” he acknowledges, and in the 
next breath, “I am ready.” That also 
is a challenge to us. Are we ready to 
pay our Gospel debt in so far as we 
have the ability to do so? 

One more “I am” from Paul—‘I am 
not ashamed.” How that condemns 
many a professing Christian who does 
not want it known in his business circle 
or his professional circle that he is a: 
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Lesson for March 23 


follower of Jesus Christ! Paul believed 
that his “product” was something to 
poast about, being actually the power 
of God in operation. While men are 
poasting of the power of the rocket and 
the ballistic missile, why should not we 
boast of that power which is operating, 
not for destruction, but for salvation? 


Practical Applications 

It is not enough to make disciples, 
The work of teaching must go on. 

We are saved by grace through faith, 
but we are saved unto a life of obe- 
dience. 

The Holy Spirit is ruled out of- many 
a committee and board meeting, but 
when ministers and officers give them- 
selves to prayer, the Holy Spirit, begins 
to direct. 

Is your church willing to “loose” its 
most valuable workers at the command 
of the Holy Spirit, or is it afraid to 
“lose” them? 

What you have from God you owe to 
men. You are a debtor, 

In this power-crazed age we have 
good reason to boast, for our Gospel is 
really power-packed, not for destruc- 
tion, but for salvation, 


Golden Text 

Matt. 28:19.—“. . . teach . . . baptizing 
... in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” No 
one has a right to baptize in the name 
of the triune God who does not teach 
in the name of the triune God. The 
formula is of little value if it does not 
represent the faith of the teacher. 


ELMuuRST, ILL, 
we 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGcEesTeD HYMNS 
“Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!” 
“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we thank Thee for Thy 
faithful. servants by whom the Gospel 
has come down the centuries to us. Help 
us to value our Christian blessings as 
having cost the precious blood of Christ. 
Show us our obligation’ to get the Gos- 
ple to those who know it not, and guide 
each of us as to our part in this great 
work. Bless the missionaries we sup- 
port and all other faithful\servants of 
Thine. Give them health, protection, 
guidance, and the joy of winning souls, 
Raise up for this work the young men 
who are So greatly needed in the mis- 
Sionary ranks today. Hear us now for 
the sick, the sad, and the sinful accord- 
ing to their need. Bring them deliver- 
ing mercy, we pray. Guide us through 
this new week in our use of strength, 
ability, and time. Guard us from evil 
and use us for Thy glory, forgiving all 
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past sin, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This lesson faces 
us with Christ’s marching orders to His 
Church, “Go .. . and make disciples 
of all the nations.” Then it shows us 
Paul, the greatest missionary of them 
all, starting on his first invasion of the 
heathen world with the Gospel. For 
this work of turning the heathen to the 
living God and His Son, Paul had no 
weapon but the power of words. But 
they were the words of the Gospel and 


‘soon they showed themselves the power 


of God unto salvation in the lives of 
many who believed. 

Years later Paul wrote to friends in 
Rome of his intention to go to that great 
metropolis of the ancient world with the 
Gospel. “As much as in me is,” he 
wrote, “I am ready to preach the gospel 
to you that are in Rome also.” Note 
those words “As much as in me is.” It 
was giving all he was and had to Christ 
and His work that made Paul the success 





“AS MUCH AS IN ME IS” 


THOU AV’ST = FOR ME 
Give “wy SELF to "rute 


he was as a missionary. And the same 
readiness to go all out for Christ and 
souls is needed in Christians now. No 
one of us knows how useful he may be- 
come in the cause of Christ if te will 
but make his watchword, “As much as 
in me is.” Carey, the English village 
cobbler, got the vision of a waqrld need- 
ing Christ and determined to do as 
much about it as lay in him to do. The 
result was that he became the father 
of modern missions, Read the stories 
of David Livingstone, Mary Slessor, 
Hudson Taylor, and such great mission- 
aries of modern times. In every case, 
you will see that their secret was in 
the words, “As much as in me is.” Make 
that watchword your own, and God will 
use you, too. 


Caucary, Arta., CAN, 
ye 











The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“All power is given unto me. . 
(Matt. 28:18).—All authority and juris- 
diction in Heaven and in earth have 
been given to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He also has “the keys of hell and of 
death” (Rev. 1:18). 

Our Lord is “far above all princi- 
pality, and power, and might, and do- 
minion” (Eph. 1:21). Peter informs us 
that “angels and authorities and powers” 
have been “made subject unto him” (1 
Pet. 3:22).. Hence, the Lord Jesus has 
authority to command, commission, leg- 
islate, and execute judgment, 

One of the favorite tactics of Com- 
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munists when brought before a commit- 
tee, authorized to try them, is to ques- 
tion, and even deny the authority of 
the committee to examine them. They 
do not hesitate to tell certain judges 
that it, is not within their jurisdiction 
to try “them! 

No created being in Heaven, earth, or 
hell shall be able to question success- 
fully the authority of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; for He is Creator, Upholder, 
Saviour, Lord, Judge, and King of kings! 

What a grand thing to own Him as. 
Lord and Saviour now, and avail one’s 
self of His present ministry as Advo- 
cate and High Priest, and to wait and 
watch for His return, and to anticipate 
the joy of reigning with Him! 


“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations 
.” (Matt. 28:19).—The risen Lord 
Commissioned the apostles to “make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them into the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I commanded you” (A.S.V.). 

In the parallel passage in Mark, the 
wording is, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture” (16:15). What a glorious message 
to proclaim—the death, resurrection, 
manifestation, and exaltation of the 
Lord Jesus Christ? 

Then those who became disciples 
were to be baptized and taught all that 
the Lord commanded. And the baptism 
is into the name, not names, of the 
Trinity. For “God” fully manifested is 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

A young Christian had become dis- 
turbed upon the subject of the proper 
formula to be used in baptizing. Some 
whom he respected used only the name 
of the Lord Jesus; others whom he knew 
to be intelligent and godly used the 
name of the Triune God. 

He held a responsible position in a 
firm of three partners. He was asked 
from whom he received his orders. He 
replied, “From Mr. Jones.” “But when 
you sign important papers, what name 
do you use?” His answer was, “The 
firm name.” Just so. He was account- 
able to one in a special sense, but when 
he transacted business in the name of 
the firm, it would then be, let us say, 
“Wilson, Jones, and Smith.” 

“Since ‘Father’ speaks of relationship 
(1 John 3:1); provision (Luke 12:30); 
and discipline (Heb. 12:9); then the be- 
liever by his baptism enters, so to speak, 
into the sphere of their exercise and 
realization. 

“Since ‘Son’ speaks of 
(Heb. 4:14); association (Heb. 2:12); 
and authority (John 8:36); then thé be- 
liever at his baptism publicly embraces 
this relationship. 

“Since ‘Holy Spirit’ speaks of comfort 
(Acts 9:31); strength (Eph. 3:16); and 
enlightenment (John 16:13); then the 
rite of baptism as;\so to speak, the out? 


TIDWELL BIBLE LILRARY 


intercession 
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ward acceptance of these privileges” 
(W. A. Hoste, B.A.). 

“Separate me Barnabas and Saul., .” 
(Acts 13:2).—It is singular that, with 
the great commission of the risen and 
empowered Lord and the assurance of 
His presence with them ringing in their 
ears, the apostles remained at Jerusa- 
lem (Acts 8:1); and that the preaching 
which was being done was “unto the 
Jews only” (Acts 11:19). 

The church at Antioch was not estab- 
lished by the apostles, and it was com- 
posed largely of Gentiles (Acts 11:20, 
21). Hence, I like to think that their 
prayers to the Lord of the harvest were 
to the effect that He would thrust out 
laborers who would heed the “all 
nations” portion of the commission— 
laborers who would be willing to preach 
the Gospel, and make known the mys- 
tery concerning the Church to those 
who were not Jews. 

The Holy Spirit responded by asking 
them to separate to Him Barnabas and. 
Saul. And when they did so, the evan- 
gelization of the Gentiles began in ear- 
nest. 

In verse 46. of our chapter, Paul and 
Barnabas boldly told the Jews, “Lo, we 
turn to the Gentiles.” 

“I am debtor both to the Greeks, and 
to the Barbarians .. .” (Rom. 1:14).— 
The Apostle Paul never lost his sense 
of indebtedness to give the Gospel of 
Christ to the world. And he was always 
ready to pay that debt. May we be 
more like him, and less like those who 
were so slow to fulfill the great com- 
mission. 

A certain missionary on the foreign 
field felt rebuked when he was taken 
aside by the chief of the natives to 
whom he was preaching and asked this 
searching question, “Did your father and 
his father know these things?” When 
the missionary answered “Yes,” the 
chief asked, “Then why are we just 
hearing it now?” What could that 
brokenhearted missionary answer? 


Wawona, CaLir. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a church that has no 

world mission program is like “the 
bird with the broken pinion.” The city 
limits comprise its horizon. No outlook, 
no outlet, no outgo. Someone has sug- 
gested that the word “come” should 
appear on the church door, outside; 
and the word “go” on the inside. A 
nearsighted church makes little or no 
progress. It is the almost universal 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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testimony of those churches which con- 
tribute as much for benevolences (with 
the emphasis on foreign missions) as 
for their own expenses, that they find 
that money support is much easier to 
raise. Not only that, but there are more 
volunteers from the congregation for 
mission work, both in the home and 
foreign fields. 

The church has a wonderful testi- 
mony of salvation to offer a lost and 
dying world, and some of the greatest 
victories are won in the wastelands of 
heathendom. Out there, surrounded by 
fanatical idolatry, it is a real test to 
accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and live 
a Christian life. I have just been read- 
ing an account of how two young Ki- 
kuyu Christians in Kenya faced death 
rather than surrender their faith in 
Jesus Christ. They were cornered by 
the Mau Maus and tied up. They were 
told they must renounce Christianity 
and take the Mau Mau oath, or die. To 
emphasize the demand, a Mau Mau with 
his murderous knife slashed off a part 
of the hand of one of the young fellows, 
When they stoutly refused, two of the 
Mau Maus looped a rope around the 
neck of one of them and began to 
tighten as they repeated their threat of 
death. The Kikuyu, as long as he could 
speak, kept repeating, “I am going to 
my Lord,” until he choked and was 
strangled to death. The other Kikuyu 
who witnessed this cruelty was then 
told it Was his turn now to renounce 
his faith and sign the Mau Mau oath, or 
die. He likewise refused, and as the 
rope was looped about his neck he said, 
‘T am going to my Lord,” and as he was 
near strangling he said, “Wait! Look, 
my coat is much too nice to be spoiled 
by blood; I would like to give it to 
you.” He began to remove his coat; 
but it was too much for his executioners, 
and they turned away and left him alive. 

A missionary from a Christian church 
had won those two to Christ. That is 
the glorious fruit that comes from de- 
voted missionary effort. Sometimes 
these heathen converts stand fast in 
greater tests of their faith than we easy- 
going Christians ever experience. But 
as members of the church and disciples 
of our Lord we can contribute our 
money, our prayers, and even ourselves 
to the world mission vision. 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C, 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we will learn the verse 

on our card, “Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 
6:7). Then we can sing “Bringing in 
the Sheaves,” the last’ song on our 
chorus sheets. Take the cards home to- 
day and review the verses this week, 
because we have been asked to say all 
the verses and sing all the choruses that 
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go with them, next Sunday evening, just 
as suggested on the last page of “The 
Enemy Guest.” Perhaps those of you 
who are going to dramatize “Peggy and 
Jo” should come and rehearse some eve- 
ning this week, to help make it go off 
well, 

Last Sunday we talked about the 
church evangelizing the community. 
How many of you were able to witness 
to someone this last week? How many 
invited someone to attend our church 
services? That is good! Our first re- 
sponsibility is to witness to the people 
we meet daily, but we should also send 
the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 

Turn to Matthew 28:18-20. The Lord 
Jesus gave this great commission nearly 
two thousand years ago, but still the 
work is @nfinished. The Gospel has not 
yet been preached to every’ creature, 
But it has been preached to us, thank 
God! And because someone brought 
the message to us, we are responsible 
to pass it on. 

An artist was asked to paint a pic- 
ture of a decaying church. Instead of 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





The Church and 
Word Gvangelism 





matt. 28:18-20 
~S ? t 


Acts 43:2 
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Lesson for March 23 


painting a tumble-down old building, 
he painted a magnificent one, with 
everything as beautiful as he could 
make it. How do you suppose he 
showed that it was a decaying church? 
He painted a cobweb over the offering 
basket marked “Foreign Missions”! 
What did he mean to show by that? 
(That it had not been used for quite 
a while.) Exactly right. He meant that 
if a church is not interested in foreign 
missions, it is decaying, no matter how 
fine it is in other respects, 

The early church had tremendous 
missionary zeal. They sent Paul and 
Barnabas to the foreign field less than 
twelve years after Pentecost, the day 
the church began. Let us read about 
that from Acts 13:1-3. The Holy Spirit 
directed who was to be sent, but the 
local church co-operated, by praying 
and fasting and then sending those two 
men out. .And what wonderful results 
came from even that first missionary 
journey of Paul’s! 

What made Paul such a great mission- 
ary? One reason was that he was so 
thankful to have received the Gospel 
himself that he felt he owed it to the 
heathen to pass it on to them, 

Read what he said about this in Ro- 
mans 1:14. The Greeks were the most 
civilized Gentiles at that time, while the 
Barbarians were the most uncivilized 
people of Paul’s day. Some of our an- 
cestors probably belonged to both these 
groups. Are you not glad that Paul 
and the other members of the early 
church felt the responsibility to evan- 
gelize them? After Paul said he had a 
debt to pay to both these groups, he 
added “to the wise, and to the unwise.” 
It would seem that he felt an obliga- 
tion to get the Gospel to the whole human 
race. He did more to attain this than 
anyone who has lived since his day. 

In verse 15 we see Paul emphasizing 
again that he owed it to these people to 
preach the Gospel to them. And he 
preached it “for all he was worth”! He 
first said, “I am debtor.” Now he 
adds, “I am ready.” He was ready to 
pay that debt. And how earnestly he 
tried to do it all the rest of his life! 

Read verse 16 and you will find an- 
other statement, starting with “I am.” 
(“I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ.”) Paul was never ashamed of 
the Gospel, because he had seen it work 
in saving power in the hearts of both 
Jews and Gentiles. 

Read verses 17 and 18. The Gospel 
reveals the righteousness of God. Be- 
cause God is absolutely righteous, He 
could not forgive sinners unless their 
sins were punished. Because He is in- 
finitely loving, He was willing to allow 
His only begotten Son to die for our 
sins that He might righteously forgive 
us. Is not this message too wonderful 
to keep to ourselves? How very sad it 
is that people are born into this world 
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and live and die without once hearing 
about our wonderful God and Saviour! 
I hope that some of you will be on the 
mission field some day telling the won- 
derful Gospel story to those who never 
heard it before you came. In the mean- 
time we can pray for those who have 
already gone, and we can give money to 
help more to go. Let us do it. 





Next quarter we will use Emmy Lou Mur- 
phy’s red silhouette pictures, ‘“‘Landmarks of 
Exodus,” companion set to her black sil- 
houette pictures, ‘‘Landmarks of Genesis,” 
which we used last year (each set 40c, or two 
for 75c), and the Scripture Catechism Card, 
“Man’s Responsibility to God” (20c a doz.). 
Both may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


People Everywhere Learn of Jesus 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 13:1-3) 


N OLD story—an imaginary one— 
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PLAN TO 
ATTEND 


MBI 
SUMMER 
SCHOOL 


Two Great Sessions 
JUNE 16-JULY 3 
JULY 7-25 







THIS 
YEAR... 





ou 
ra to know and understand your Bible 
better. 


leain...how to become a successful soul- 
winner. 


how to serve Christ more effectively 
in your own church and community. 


TUITION More ,than 60 accredited subjects are 
1S FREE being offered . . . study under outstand- 

ing Bible teachers, Christian educators 
room and and gospel musicians. 











tells ‘of the meeting of the Angel Penal SPECIAL WORKSHOPS 

Gabriel and the Lord Jesus after His $20 Radio Broodcasting, June V6-July 3 
ascension to Heaven: “What plan have aweek Missionary Literature, June 16-July 3 
You for getting the news of Your salva- Sacred Music, July mn 
tion to all the earth?” “I have told the Bible Institute Workshop for 
men I left behind Me to go and tell the » Missionaries, July 7-25 
world.” “But there are only twelve and Ia Application papers must be in at least 
one of them has already failed. If the <8 ten days before the opening of sessions 
others fail, what other plan have You?” eae YOU plan to attend. 
Jae me eer eee i IS eee 1 

Make this lesson one which will in- | MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE es 
terest your pupils in the mission work l <4 yo Culbertson, president 
carried on by your church. A large ! 495 . table Gan” or 10, tlinois 
map of the world (you may be able | Picks send ute Genmner Gdhedd Gbdee. este | 
to secure one from a subscriber to the log and application blanks. . 
National Geographic Magazine) may | inlet | 
have colored ribbons or strings leading | | 
from your home church location to Address 
home and foreign mission fields to which | City. Zone. State | 
your church contributes. Mark by a bi cso cee ce cmc ee ee ee oe oe J 
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Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General 
Director, with two of our orphans. 


at Work in the Holy Land 


Our blessed opportunities in ISRAEL 
are growing. 


More orphans and needy children are 
being helped. Obligations at our Orphan- 
age in Haifa are increasing. 


Conditions there are God’s ‘‘CHALLENGE’’ 
WHO WILL BE THE 
LORD’S “HELPING HANDS”? 


The cry from there is 
“COME OVER and HELP US!” 


Your co-operation and prayers will be 
greatly appreciated. 


Kindly send donations to Headquarters: 


THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 
252 N. Dillon Street 


Dept. ST 


Los Angeles 26, California 
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special color those fields where mem- 
bers of your church have ‘gone to serve. 
If you have appropriate flannelgraph 
figures, use them for both the Bible 
lesson and the missionary application. 
Or use ordinary pictures. (1) Christ 
egiving the great commission to His dis- 
ciples before His ascension (Matt. 28: 
18-20). Have the pupils find in the 
Bible and list on the blackboard His 
four instructions: go, make disciples 
(A.S.V.), baptize, teach. Note His two 
comforting assurances of “all power,” 
and “I am with you alway.” (2) The 
commissioning of the first foreign mis- 
sionaries, Barnabas and Saul (Acts 13: 
1-3). Note that they are both called 
by God and sent by the church. Re- 
view Paul’s travels, as to Corinth and 
Rome, studied last quarter, using the 
map of the world. (3) Missionaries at 
work today. Use a story from a coun- 
try where your church has work. For 
the many  flannelgraph ' missionary 
stories now available, cgnsult cata- 
logues or stores which carry religious 
supplies. If you do not use flannelgraph, 
tell a story with pictures. The book, 





Christian Teacher Wanted 
Man or woman to teach elementary grades, beginning 
September, 1958, in Christian Day School. Write 


Christian School Association of Greater Harrisburg 
P. O. Box 1066, Harrisburg, Pa. 


SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God's work qoes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought for 
salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. 

Rev. F. V. Dabold 


A Faith Work Founder- Director 


Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
~ BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 












PEWS, PULPIT 2 CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
i 
Dept. 102 SCRANTON 2, A 


REMEMBER 


‘‘Suffer the children to come.”’ 


For the past 41 years, the Homes of Onesiphorus 
have been your arm of love to bring Christ to the 
Chinese, Lebanese, and Arab children. More than 
85 per cent are now active Christians in their native 
land. Bless them and they will bless you. 








For more information write today: 
George E. Hedberg, Executive Director 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
3939 N. Hamlin Avenue Dept. 15 Chicage 18, Illinois 
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“Through Gates of Splendor,” by Elisa- 
beth Elliot! is well illustrated with 
photographs and tells firsthand the ad- 
ventures leading to the five martyr 
deaths in reaching the Auca Indians in 
Ecuador—an especially good story for 
aviation-minded boys. Include the lat- 
est developments, which, as of this writ- 
ing,| are given in THE SuNDAY ScHOOL 
Trmes of December 28, 1957. A mission- 
ary film may be shown for the whole 
department or Sunday school. 

If children’s missionary books are 
available, stimulate interest in reading 
them by having them on display and 
referring to them. If the Sunday school 
has no library, the teacher or some in- 
terested adult might buy several differ- 
ent books to lend. Consult catalogues 
or stores. Also promote prayer and 
giving for missions. But do not forget 
that missions, like charity, begins at 
home, with personal witnessing. Give 
opportunity for testimony of efforts 


during the past week as the outgrowth. 


of the last lesson. 

Draw a square. Diagonally across 
the inside print: MISSIONS. On the 
top, sides, and bottom print one of the 
following: LEARN, PRAY, GIVE, TELL. 
You might assign points for a mission- 
ary book read, for prayer for missions, 
for giving to missions, and for witness- 
ing during the week. Have each child 
whisper to you on arrival each Sunday 
how many points he has earned for the 
week. I doubt if children should be 
encouraged in rivalry with one another 
in this field. As you sow the seeds of 
interest, be praying that the Lord will 
send forth laborers even from your little 
class into His harvest field. 

“Go ye therefore, and make disciples 
of all the nations” (Matt. 28:19, A.S.V., 
Memory Verse). Key words: “all the 
nations.” 

Three things the Master hath to do, 

And we who serve Him here below 

And long to see His Kingdom come 


May Pray, or Give, or Go. 
‘“—Annie Johnson Flint. 


Better still: pray and give and go. 





t1May be obtained from your bookstore or 
the Times Book Service, 18th and Arch Sts., 
Philadelphia 3; $3.75, plus 18c for postage 
and handling. It may be available in a pub- 
lic library. 
Orono, MAINE, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OYS who live on farms usually work 

very hard. They do not have time 
to play as city boys do, for there are 
always many things to be done. Dwight, 
for example, is out in the barn milking 
the cows by 5.30 in the morning. After 
school he has to gather the eggs, clean 
up the cow stalls, and then help with 
the milking again. By the time he was 
seven years old, Dwight could run the 
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tractor as well as his father. His father 
said so! - 

Once, his dad had to go away for a 
week end. “You'll be the only man 
around the farm,” Daddy Baker said. 
“You’ll have to do all your chores and 
mine, too. And take good care of 
Mother.” That was a big order! There 
would not be one minute for doing any- 
thing he himself wanted to do. Dwight 
knew that.. But never for a moment did 
he think that he woyld disobey his 
father. Orders are orders at the Baker 
home, 

I cannot begin to tell you all that 
Dwight had to do that week end. But 
I can tell you this: the milking was 
done in time (even Daddy’s share of 
it!); the chickens were cared for; the 
tractor was run. I suppose when Dwight 
saw some kites zipping up and down in 
the sky, he might have wished he were 
flying kites, too. But he kept at his 
work, excepting, of course, during Sun- 
day school and church time. He never 
missed those services, no matter what 
he had to do. He simply got up earlier 
and got his chores done. That was>all 
there was to that. 

Then Daddy Baker got home. “How 
goes things, Son?” he wanted to know. 
Having listened to Mother’s§ and 
Dwight’s stories of all that had hap- 
pened over the week end, Daddy com- 
mented, “I’m proud of you, boy. You've 
done a good piece of work. Thanks a 
lot.” And Dwight and Daddy shook 
hands, man fashion. That was all. No 
present. No promise of time off for 
working extra hard. Simply a warm 
thanks—nothing else. But let me tell 
you this, Dwight was the happiest boy 
you could ever meet. His Daddy’s big 
smile and the assurance that he was 
pleased was thanks enough for Dwight. 
Why was he happy? He had done his 
work willingly and as best he could. 
And his Dad was pleased. That was all 
that Dwight needed. 

I wonder if it will be that way with 
us when we see the Lord Jesus. Be- 
fore He returned to Heaven (after His 
resurrection), He told His followers: 
“All authority is given to Me, both in 
Heaven and on earth. [A person in 
authority has the right to command and 
the right to be obeyed.] You go and 
make disciples [learners] of people all 
over the world. [They were to learn, 
naturally, of the Saviour who was able, 
willing, and ready to forgive every sin- 
ner if they would believe on Him and 
receive Him.] After people have be- 
lieved on Me, baptize them. Teach them 
to do all the things which I have com- 
manded’ you to do. And this is My 
promise: I am with you always.” 

That command, given by God the Son, 
is given to every person who belongs 
to Him. He expects that you and I and 
every Christian should be’ busy telling 
everyone everywhere about His salva- 
tion, That is why we are using the little 
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flannel boards: we made here last week, 
- telling our schoolmates and our families 
of the death and resurrection of God’s 
dear Son. You are not yet old enough 
to go to a foreign land to tell others 
about the Lord Jesus. But you can go 
down the street and tell the people 
there. You can tell the man at the 
grocery store about the Saviour. And, 
of course, as you put your very own 
money (not Mother’s and Daddy’s) in 
the missionary offering, you are helping 
those in faraway lands to learn of the 
dear Son of God. 

One thing should be remembered. In 
all of our doing, we should be telling 
the story of the Lord Jesus as best we 
can. We should let others know that 
we are happy to be serving Him. They 
will see our happiness, you may be sure. 
We won't have to tell them we are 
happy. Just as Dwight works diligently 
on the farm always, and especially when 
his dad is away, keeping right at his 
duties happily, without expecting re- 
ward, so should we be serving the one 
we love—the Lord Jesus. When we see 
His wonderful face, we will be very 
happy that we served Him on earth, 
having obeyed His command to tell 
others about Him. We may see Him 
very soon. Let us determine to obey 
Him this week. 


MILLERSVILLE, PA, 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Who May Be Excused.—Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 
(Matt. 28:19, Golden Text). Horace 
Bushnell once made an interesting list 
of those who might be excused from 
giving to missions: Those who believe 
that Jesus Christ made a mistake when 
He said, “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations” and “preach the gospel to every 
creature.” Those who believe the Gos- 
pel is not the power of God and cannot 
save the heathen. Those who believe 
that it is “every man for himself” in 
this world, and who, with Cain, ask, 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” Do you 
belong to the Mission or the Omission 
Board?—From Prophecy Monthly. Sent 
by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur 
Trichinopoly, S. India, 


Two Lost Words.—All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore,-and teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: 
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and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto . 


the end of the world (Matt. 28:18-20). 
Here is our Saviour’s prerogative: He 
claims all power; our Saviour’s program: 
disciplining, baptizing, teaching; our 
Saviour’s .promise: to be with us all 
the days, even to the consummation of 
the age. What a setup! All the world 
before us, all power behind us, the :all- 
powerful One with us! In the teaching 
phase of our Saviour’s program, we do 
not read, “teaching them all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.” 
Much of our teaching today is just that, 
the dissemination of information. It 
says “teaching them to observe .. .” 
Here are the two lost words of the great 
commission. Throughout the Word of 
God the accent is on doing, observing, 
keeping the commandments of the Lord. 
Today we teach them, but we do not 
teach people to do them. The Word is 
hid in the head but not in the heart. 
It is the Word hidden in the heart that 
keeps from sin. You can have a head 
full of Scripture and a heart full of sin. 
—From “Day by Day,” by Vance Hav- 
ner. - Sent by Mrs, A, E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans, 


They Now Build Churches.—Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you (Matt. 28:20). 
There were no signposts visible to guide 
us through the jungle. Tigers, poison- 
ous snakes, monkeys, and parrots lurked 
near as we pushed on to Zapoco. There 
we found Moody alumni working among 
people who are described as one step 
away from the Stone Age. The major- 
ity of the tribe are infested with tuber- 
culosis, hookworm, and all manner of 
diseases. I inquired about the little 7- 
year-old Indian girl, Julia, seated across 
the table from me. The fmissionary said: 
“One day we were invited to a funeral. 
A mother had died. I noticed a little 
baby was also being buried. The baby 
moved. I was told it was the custom 
to bury the youngest child alive with 
the mother. That I couldn’t stand, so 
stepping into the grave I rescued the 
little girl and have raised her as my 
own child.” I said to the missionary, 
“Do they still bury babies?” “No,” she 
said, “they now build churches.” So, 
turning, I saw in the midst of the com- 
pound a large church building, standing 
as a great signpost to the fact that “God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son.”—From a letter to 
alumni sent out by Herbert Lockyer, 
Jr, Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


A Hundred-Year Prayer Meeting.— 
And when they had fasted and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them, they sent 
them away (Acts 13:3). 
land Reaper recalls the original Mo- 
ravian revival.’ The Moravian Brethren 
in 1727 planned for each one to spend 
an hour daily in intercession. Relays 
were arranged so that someone was 
praying during each of the twenty-four 


The New Zea- — 
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hours ofthe day and night. That was 
the beginning of an unceasing prayer 
meeting that lasted day and night for 
one hundred years. The results were 
amazing. A passion for spreading the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth came 
upon the people. In twenty-five years, 
when no foreign mission work had been 
started anywhere, from one community 
of these Moravian Brethren one hun- 
dren missionaries went out to the four 
corners of the earth. The continued 
intercessory prayer was the dynamic of 
the remarkable work that was wrought 
in lands far and wide throughout the 
world.—From Dawn Magazine. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, 'N. Y. 


Put Something In—When they had 
fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they sent them away (Acts 
13:3). “I can’t get interested in mis- 
sions!” exclaimed a young girl petu- 
lantly, and, if truth must be told, a bit 
superciliously, as she left a thrilling 
missionary meeting in company with an 
older lady. “No, dear,” came the ‘pity- 
ing response; “ ’tisn’t to be expected you 
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should—yet awhile. It’s just like get- 
ting interest in a bank; you have to put 
in a little something first; and the more 
you put in the more interest you get. 
Time, or money, or praying, it doesn’t 
matter which—but something you have 
to put in, or you never will have any 
interest. Try it, dear—just put in a 
little something and you’re sure of the 
interest."—From Choice Gleanings Cal- 
endar. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. Prize illustration. 

Have You Forgotten?—I am debtor 
(Rom. 1:14). One day a friend of mine 
went to the infirmary to give a pint 
of blood. As he lay on a bed he noticed 
a man on the next bed to him. And 
the man was smiling. Now that mys- 
terious smile intrigued my friend—so 
much so that he simply had to ask about 
it. “Well,” came the reply, “during the 
war I was badly wounded, so badly that 
I thought I should die. And do you 
know what saved my life?’ Thirty-two 
pints of other people’s blood.” “But,” 
said my friend, “why the smile?” “Be- 
cause,” explained the stranger, “today 
I’m giving my sixteenth pint of blood. 
I've reached halfway in paying back 
my debt of thirty-two pints, and if I’m 
spared, I'll pay back my debt in tdh.” 
Perhaps an awful lot of us owe debts 
every bit as important as the stranger’s 
—and forget to repay—From “The 
Friendship Book,” by Francis Gay. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 

Good News—Not Good Advice.—For 
I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek 
(Rom, 1:16). The late Dr, C, G.. Trum- 
bull wrote: “Many people think the 
Gospel is: good advice. Let us never 
forget, as someond has said truly, that 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The .questions are on page 186) 


1. In Galilee (v. 16). 

2. Authority. 

3. In verse 19 it refers to the act of 
making disciples, while in verse 20 it 
refers to continued instruction of those 
disciples, 

4. Because the Godhead, being one, 
bears one name, 

5. Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:14-51) 
and Syrian Antioch. The latter is re- 
ferred to in our lesson (Acts 13:1). 

6. He was sent from Jerusalem to in- 
quire into the work at Antioch (Acts 
11:22). 

7. Barnabas went to Tarsus to bring 
him to Antioch (Acts 11:25, 26). 

8. The apostolic missionary journeys. 

9. All outside the sphere of Greek 
5 culture. 

10. The Reformation of the 16th cen- 
tury. 


E.muurst, ILL, 
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‘the Gospel is not good advice, but good 
news.’ It does not tell us what we ought 
to do for God; it tells us what God has 
done for us. It does not offer us lessons 
from the life of Christ; it offers us life 
by the death of Christ.”—Sent, by Mrs. 


M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


V4 
Children at Home 


Debby Visits Grandma 
By Beatrice B. Weiss 


6¢1D UT, Mommy, I want to go along to 
the hospital to see Grandma, too, 
I love Grandma,” said Debby Harris. 

“I know you love Grandma, and 
Grandma loves you, too, dear, but you're 
only six, and the hospital doesn’t allow 
young children to visit. Aunt Sue will 
stay with you while we go.” 

“If I got sick and went to the hospital, 
then could I see Grandma?” 

“No, dear. You’d be away over in 
the Children’s Wing. But we don’t 
want you to get sick.” 

“When will Grandma come home 
again?” 

“In about a week, I guess. Then she'll 
be in a wheel chair till her foot gets 
better.” 

“Mommy.” 

“Yes, what is it?” 

“Do you remember last Christmas 
when we made a tape on Daddy’s tape 
recorder to send to Uncle Bill in the 
army? We all said something to him 
and Daddy mailed it to him. He wrote 
and said it was almost like being home.” 

“Yes, I remember. Why?” 

“Could I say something to Grandma 
on tape and coyld you take it in and 
play it for her?” 

“Why, I guess you could. 
Daddy when he comes home.” 

Happily, Debby planned what she 
would say to Grandma. When Daddy 
came home he said he’d be glad to help 
her make a tape for Grandma. He 
thought it was a wonderful idea. After 
supper he got out the tape recorder 
and Debby talked to Grandma. 

“Hello, Grandma. This is Debby. I 
love you very much. I wish I could 
come in to see you. I'll be glad when 
you can come home again.” 

Then in her clear, sweet voice she 
recited the Twenty-third Psalm. Mother 
played the piano for her and she sang 
all four verses of “Jesus Loves Me.” 
Next she said John 3:16. 

“Did you listen to church on the radio 
yesterday, Grandma? In Sunday school 
we had a story all/about a real little 
‘man called Zacchaeus. .He wanted so 
much to see Jesus that he climbed a 
tree so he could see over people’s heads. 
Jesus saw him up there and told him 
to come down ’cause He was going home 
with him for lunch, We learned a song 
about him, too.” ‘ 


I'll ask 


March 8, 1958 


Now she sang, “Zacchaews was a wee 
little man—” Last of all she bowed her 
head and prayed: “Dear Lord, thank 
You for giving me such a wonderful 
Grandma. Help her to get well soon. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

Daddy and Mother Harris went to 
see Grandma that evening and took 
along the recorder and Debby’s tape. 

“Hello, Mother. How do you feel 
this evening?” asked Mr. Harris, 

“Pretty well, I guess. I’ll be glad to 
be out of here and home again, though.” 

“We have a surprise for you. We 
brought along a little visitor.” 

“Debby? But I thought they didn’t 
allow children here.” 

“They don’t. But I slipped her into 
my~pocket.” He pulled out the reel of 
tape. 

“Oh, how nice! Did you bring the 
machine to play it?” 

“The tape wouldn’t be much good 
without the machine, would it?” 

There were two other ladies in 
Grandma’s room, and they had visitors, 
too, but when the tape started to play, 
they all stopped talking and listened. 
A nurse going by in the hall heard the 
child’s voice and stopped to see who 
had broken the rules. Seeing it was a 
tape, she stayed to listen. When it was 
over there was a wonderful mixture of 
smiles and tears. 

“Bless her heart!” said Grandma. “Is 
there some room on the tape for me to 
send a message to her?” 

“Plenty of room. I thought you might 
want to. Then we'll keep this tape with 
both your voices on it as a permanent 
record.” 

“Hello, there, Debby,” said Grandma. 
“It’s so nice to have a visit from my 
little girl. The other ladies in my room 
enjoyed hearing you, too, and even the 
nurse came in to listen. I certainly did 
hear church services on the _ radio 
yesterday—twice in the morning, once 
in the afternoon, and once in the eve- 
ning. There is a fifteen-minute Gospel 
program each morning that I listen to, 
also. I pray for you every day and am 
looking forward to the time when I can 
be home with you again. Good-by, and 
God bless you, Debby, dear.” 

Daddy put this piece of tape on a 
special reel and it is Debby’s to keep 
forever—a reminder of the time she vis- 
ited Grandma in the hospital. 


FEASTERVILLE, PA, 
5) 


The floods washed away home and 
mill—all that the poor man had in this 
world. But as he stood on the scene 
of his loss, after the water had sub- 
sided, heartbroken and discouraged, he 
saw something shining in the bank 
which the waters had made bare. “It 
looks like gold,” he said. It was gold! 
The flood which had beggared him had 
made him rich. So it is ofttimes in 
life—H. C, Trumbull. 
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“Bearing Shame and Scoffing...’ 
(Continued from second page) 


as if he were unique in good works in 
the Middle Ages. Francis’ father was 
a merchant of cloth and must have had 
constant dealings with Waldensian mer- 
chants. The very mayor of Assisi was 
a Catharus. Such was the atmosphere 
about Francis. As Sabatier points out, 
Francis remained a submissive son of 
the Roman Church and was conse- 
quently undisturbed. The Cathari laid 
down their lives for Christ and His Gos- 
pel. Certainly many so-called Spiritual 
Franciscans, forced back into the offi- 
cial church, continued the Cathari tra- 
dition underground and were essentially 
the healing salt of the Franciscan orden 
of the time. 

Various names are given to mark their 
considered insignificance: “Poor folk,” 
“The Poor of the World,” the Humiliates, 
or the despised. Also Fratricelli, “Little 
brethren.” In public opinion all these 
sectaries were one family. As an In- 
quisitor remarked, “All sects are one 
sect.” That is natural Christian unity 
in contradistinction to artificial, or 
forced, constructions in church unity. 

They found their enemies among the 
very leaders of the organized church 
of the time. St. Dominic headed cru- 
sades against them; St. Bernard of 
Clairvaux showed himself an implacable 
They followed the. tradi- 
tion of Augustine of “persecuting out 
of love, since it was a question of bring- 
ing lost sheep to the fold.” Thomas 
Aquinas insisted that, if counterfeiters 
deserved death, much more heretics, 
who counterfeited the truth. Even Joan 
of Arc, herself burned alive by her own 
church, expressed her determination, 
after disposing of the alien English, to 
head a crusade against the heretic Huss- 
ites of Bohemia. 

The nickname “Lollards,” by which 
Wycliffe’s followers were branded, is 
said to come from lollium, “tares”; by 
others from lollen, “to sing softly,” 
alluding to the weavers who sang to 
themselves praises of Christ when weav- 
ing. “Miscreants” was another name for 
them which probably means false be- 
lievers. In the Reformation upheavals of 
the sixteenth century many descriptive 
names came to the front, as in France, 
Christaudins, “listeners to Christ,” and 
Bibliens, or “Bible folk.” One could 
not object to such titles, but there were 
other and brutal ones, as Parpaillots, a 
word in patois related to papillons, 
“moths.” It described those who ven- 
tured near the fire of martyrdom, as 
the “Fagots” of the early church in im- 
perial Rome. The menacing crowd 
that followed Farel and other Re- 
formers, shouted “Turks,” “Mohamme- 
dans.” The official name given to 
French Protestantism by the French 
Government was the R.P.R., “the Re- 
ligion Pretendedly Reformed.” 
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Meetings held in the assembly room 
of French noble houses were led by 
pastors standing back of a table placed 
in front of the great chimney places 
characteristic of the time. Hence the 
common sobriquet for Huguenot pastors 
was “chimney preachers” in contrast to 
the church priests of Rome. One of 
these preachers, Matthieu Leliévre, 
spoke of the outward fragmentation 
among Christian people in these in- 
cisive words: 

“This is not to be deplored, but is a 
necessary and providential fact. Within 
reasonable limits, it is the opening up 


_ of individual forces by means of [new] 


associations. Through diversity to unity 
is the method.” 

Down through the centuries other 
names, some appreciative, others de- 
famatory, were given to the pilgrims 
and strangers of evangelical faith. The 
Stundists -of Russia were so called be- 
cause they set apart hours (stunden) 
for Bible study and prayer, as did their 
Wuertemburg ancestors. For this they 
were duly persecuted by the Russian 
Orthodox Church. Thus a degree of the 
Holy Synod in 1898 took from them the 
right of raising their own children and 
obliged them to turn them over to Or- 
thodox families or priests. They were 
excluded from all public employ and 
even from private, could not buy land 
or travel or engage in commerce. The 
alternative was Siberian exile. 

That was in the last generation, and 
today the Russian Orthodox Church is 
almost obsequiously welcomed into the 
World Council of Churches, 

A similar movement in last century 
Hungary was that of the Nazareans. It 
emphasized the same things as other 
pilgrim churches. This movement was 
very widespread and as widely perse- 
cuted. Political liberals, intervening in 
their behalf, narrated how they were 
despoiled of their all, even to their 
clothing, the only reason being that they 
would not bend to priestly authority. 
They were made to promenade along 
city streets with Bibles hung from their 
necks, as objects of public derision, 

Adherents of the Swiss evangelical 
revival of the early nineteenth century 
were given the scornful name of 
momiers, in the sense of hypocrites, a 
word related to our English “mummery” 
as “the mummeries of savage religion.” 
Yet they remade the Christian life of 
French Switzerland and had many dis- 
tinguished leaders as, for example, Fréd- 
éric Godet, the great commentator, and 
Felix Neff, the evangelist of the High 
Alps. 

The persecution of the Hussites con- 
tinued through generations and it is 
significant that they, too, were called 
by their enemies “troglodytes,” that is, 
Savage cave-dwellers. Taking refuge in 
Germany they established the Moravian 
settlements. It is interesting to read in 
the life of Count Zinzendorf, Moravian 
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“GOD'S COUNSEL FOR YOUTH” 


32 pages, 30 cents; 25 for $5 postpaid 
By Evangelist Joseph T. Larson, 4203 Alcott Street, 
Denver 11, Colorado. Introduction by Dr. Lee Rober- 
son, highly commending it. for Young People, 
ages 14 to 30 years. Give to your Sunday School Class. 
Points to salvation and Christian living. 
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CHRISTIAN HOME ‘2 sier Judie, 

men, or couple. 8 miles 
north of Lancaster, Pa., on quiet, residential street, one 
block from bus line. Will include room, private bath, 
meals, and laundry, Write to Adv. No. 830, The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. Please 
give references. 
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leader, this conclusion of his biographer: 

“Men dream of an external unity and 
pursue it even at the expense of vital 
unity, the truth in love. But God balks 
their efforts, stops the construction of 
theix Babels. He constrains, whether it 
is wished or not, to liberty and diversity. 
It is a vain thing to persist in seeing 
in diversity the principle of war. God 
has made of it in the church, as well 
as in nature, the principle of love and 
the source of life.” 

All of which has its bearing on the 
projects of American ecclesiastical poli- 
ticians of today. They insist or bring- 
ing together “into one” all sorts of con- 
trary, conflicting opinions and practices 
and organizations and churches. Those 
who will not go along with them they 
brand “splinter churches.” If one calls 
attention to the Deist-Unitarian over- 
tones in their unwieldy organization, or 
to the way Christian endowments ana 
schools are being perverted, they reply 
with such epithets as “apostles of dis- 
cord” and “Protestant underworld.” 
Which kindly names, if cooked up by 
the unsavory “Friends of Democracy,” 
are given official currency by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and the 
Christian Century. 

The “majoritaires” of today run true 
to form! 





This editorial is based on “Chrétiens, Sec- 
taires et Mécréants,”” by Gustave Isely. (Edi- 
tions Altis, Paris, 535 francs; no English trans- 
lation.) 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With' each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








The Power of Prayer and the Prayer 
of Power. By R. A. Torrey, D.D. (Zon- 
dervan Pub, House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.50.) Though originally pub- 
lished in the early years of this century, 
Dr. R. A. Torrey’s stirring addresses on 
the ministry of intercession have lost 
nothing of their dynamism and rele- 
vance. Quite to the contrary! They are 
probably more needed today than they 
were when he first delivered them in 
the United States and around the world. 
Graphically illustrated, helpfully con- 
crete, and ringingly Biblical, these 
studies come to grips with some of the 
most serious difficulties in both the un- 
derstanding and practice of prayer. One 
does not stop to haggle over matters of 
interpretation as he reads these chal- 
lenging pages. He feels instead like 
falling upon his knees and crying unto 
God for a sweeping arousal. In short, 
if you need a high-potency tonic for 
your spiritual life, this is it. 


The Mind at Ease. By Alfred Doerf- 
fler. (Concordia Pub. House, St. Louis 
18; $1, paper; $1.95, cloth.) Do not be 
misled by the intriguing title which the 
pastor of the Pilgrim Faith Lutheran 
Church in St. Louis has selected for this 
collection of page-length meditations. 
Dr.' Doerffler does not offer us here still 
another self-help book that umsuccess- 
fully tries to blend psychology and 
Christianity, doing justice to neither. 
Instead he offers us simple, pungent, 
forthright counsel on basic, spiritual 
problems. He insists that sin and guilt 
must be faced and forgiven before the 
heart can experience the peace and 
strength that flow from Calvary. Pas- 
tors of all denominations can unhesi- 
tatingly recommend this helpful volume 
for family reading, for the sick room, 
and for all people who are burdened 
and defeated. 


‘Devotional Studies in Galatians and 
Ephesians. By Lehman Strauss. (Loiz- 
eaux Bros. Inc.. New York 10; $3.) 
Although this is a devotional commentary 
it abounds in Scriptural cross references 
and: proof texts that make it an aid to 
any study of these two Pauline Epistles. 
Most of the problems to be found in 
these Letters are dealt with in convinc- 
ing fashion. For example, the matter 
of “falling from grace” is described as 
“paralysis of the spiritual development.” 
There is an abundance of helpful ad- 
vice for the Christian. One forthright 
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statement is, “There is not a single 
verse in the Bible that will permit a 
child of God to worry.” Advocates of 
infant baptism will not appreciate the 
author’s advising rebaptism for those 
who have been subjected to infant bap- 
tism. 


Easter in Your Sunday School 


PRIL 6 will be Easter Sunday this 

year and the intervening days will 
slip by almost before you are aware 
of it. 

Two different Easter services are 
available to help you prepare in your 
schoo] for an interesting and inspiring 
observance of this important day. 
“Doors the Risen Christ Opened,” and 
“The Easter Command,” both by Mary 
Brainerd Smith, each provides respon- 
sive Scripture readings for the entire 
school and for departmental groups; 
recitations for various departments; and 
original Easter hymns set to familiar 
hymn tunes, thus making special re- 
hearsals unnecessary, 

These two Easter services are in con- 
venient four-page folder form, and they 
may be had for your entire school at 35 
cents a dozen, or $2.50 a hundred. Sup- 
plies are limited, so mail your orders 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
stating which service and the number 
of copies you desire, 





Cruising in the Inland Waterways 


ANY experienced travelers believe 
that the Inside Passage from Van- 
couver, B. C., thrdétgh channels between 
snow-capped mountain peaks to Skag- 
way, Alaska, over one thousand miles 
northward, is one of the most beautiful 
waterways in the world. This year’s 
Christian Fellowship Tour party will 
be aboard the fine Canadian Pacific’s 
S.S., Princess Louise, . 
The Inside Passage from Vancouver 
to Skagway is not only one of unrivaled 
beauty but also a historic route. It 
seems incredible today that these placid 
waters and unforgettable scenery were 
once the scene of bitter struggle be- 
tween the ferocious, native Aleuts and 
rival European powers for the wealth 
that abounded here. The pelts of the 
sea otter, the gold, and the land were 
like lodestones, drawing Russians, Span- 
iards, and Englishmen to these shores. 
From Vancouver, whose harbor ranks 
with those of Hong Kong, Rio de 
Janeiro, Sydney, and San Francisco 
among the world’s most beautiful har- 
bors, to Skagway, our journey is a 
series of bewitching sights: the Riviera- 
like shores of north and west Vancouver; 
Point Atkinson, with its beacon light 
guiding the fishing vessels, the tug- 
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drawn log booms, and the great ships 
from Asia and South America entering 
the safe, inner harbor of Vancouver; 
immense Vancouver Island; the tricky 
Seymour Narrows; giant stands of tim- 
ber; mountains reaching upwards to ten 
thousand feet; ageless glaciers; places 
named for historic figures; islands 
masked in mist; and often schools of 
whales. 

The tang of the salt sea air and the 
cry of the gulls are constant compan- 
ions on the journey to the “Land of 
the Midnight Sun,” where snow-capped 
mountains rise out of the sea, and names 
—once just points on a map—such as 
Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, Wrangell, 
and Juneau, become a reality. One 
must travel considerably farther north 
than Skagway to be in daylight all 
through the night, but even in these 
southern regions of Alaska the daylight 
will remain many hours longer than 
most of the travelers are accustomed to. 

The accommodations aboard the SS. 
Princess Louise are excellent and make 
the cruise most comfortable. 

The tour will start from Chicago June 
23, returning thereto July 15. In addi- 
tion to the cruise, the tour will include 
stops at Banff and Lake Louise; with 
two days and nights at beautiful Vic- 
toria, B. C., and Yellowstone and Teton 
National Parks. Sight-seeing trips at 
various places will add much to the in- 
terest of the tour. 

An illustrated folder will be available 
giving all details, including costs. Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Co., and Mrs, Jaeger will 
accompany the tour throughoyt. A card 
addressed to Mr. Jaeger, 325 N. 13th St, 
Philadelphia 5, will bring this folder 
to you. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 23 


4. Giving That Lifts Me 
(2 Cor. 9:1-7; 1 Cor. 16:2) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


S WITH last week’s topic, the em- 

phasis to be given in presenting 
this fourth and last topic in the series, 
“Habits That Strengthen,” is to be upon 
the joy and privilege of cultivating a 
good habit—this time the habit of giving 
—rather than upon the duty or obliga- 
tion connected with it, 

%& 


While, generosity is in itself a com- 


mendable virtue, it is important that we . 


understand that giving, no matter how 
generous, cannot pile up merit in 
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Heaven, as some seem to think it can. 
Dropping a quarter in every beggar’s 
cup, or giving great sums for humani- 
tarian projects, can be no substitute for 
acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and simple faith and trust in 
Him. Such giving may commend us to 
our fellow men, but it cannot get us 
into Heaven in the life to come. 

On the ‘other hand, a follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is repeatedly urged 
in the Scriptures to give liberally, and 
an unwillingness to do so is pointed 
out as evidence that the love of God 
is not in the heart (1 John 3:17). If 
we truly love God and are thankful for 
the abundance that He has given to us, 
we will want to be kind and consider- 
ate of our fellow men (Matt. 10:8). 
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There is abundant instruction in the 
Bible in the matter of giving. We are 
told that all we have and are comes 
from God (1 Cor. 4:1, 2, 7; Col. 1:16). 
We brought nothing into this world and 
we can take nothing out of it (1 Tim. 
6:7). What we wrongly call our own 
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while we are here comes to us either 
as a direct gift from God through 
nature, from others, or as the result of 
our own labor for which God has given 
us the strength and the intelligence. 
Therefore we are merely stewards for 
a time, and as such are to be found 
faithful. It is really, therefore, not a 
question of how much shall we give, 
but rather how much dare we use for 
ourselves, 
Se 


1. What shall we give? We are to 
give of our substance. It may be money, 
or food, or goods (Jas. 2:15, 16). The 
Christian is not always obligated to give 
that which is asked of him; he may 
give something better. Peter and John 
were asked for money by the lame man 
who sat at the gate of the Temple. How- 
ever, Peter said to him, “Silver and 
gold have I none; but such as I have 
give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth rise up and walk” (Acts 
3:6). Peter did not give the man that 
which he asked, but he gave him some- 
thing that money could not buy. 

We are to give of ourselves (2 Cor. 
8:5), first to God and then to others, 
Human sympathy and understanding 
very often far outweigh any physical 
gift that we can give. 
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2. To whom are we to give? We are 
to give primarily to other believers (1 
Cor. 16:1; Rom. 15:26). 

We are to give to the members of our 
own family (1 Tim. 5:8), and thus to 
avoid bringing discredit upon the Chris- 
tian faith. 

We are to be concerned especially 
about the afflicted, and widows, and the 
like (1 Tim. 5:16). 

We are to give to the poor and needy 
in general (Gal. 2:10). ; 

We are to give to the undeserving 
as well as to the deserving, recognizing 
that God gives many of His gifts to the 
evil as well as to the good, and to the 
just as well as to the unjust (Matt, 5: 
42-45). 

Se 

3. How are we to give? We are to 
give not to be seen of men (Matt. 6:1-4), 
and with no thought of the return we 
may receive. 

We are to give with simplicity (Rom. 
12:8), or with singleness of purpose, 
thinking only of God’s glory. 

We are to give cheerfully, or hilari- 
ously (2 Cor. 9:7). 

We are to give even in poverty (2 
Cor. 8:2). 

Se 

4. What is to be the measure Of our 
giving? In the Old Testament a tithe, 
or tenth, of what God had given was 
designated as the measure. In the New 
Testament, however, no such limit has 
been placed upon our giving. 

We are to give in proportion to how 
God has prospered us (1 Cor. 16:2), 
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We are to give as bountifully as pos- 
sible (2 Cor. 9:6). 
sg 


While we are not to have our hearts 
or our eyes fixed upon the reward that 
will be given for our liberality, never- 
theless God’s Word tells us that God 
will not forget our ministry to the saints 
(Heb. 6:10), and that He will reward us 
openly when we give to Him and His 
loved ones in secret (Matt. 6:4). And 
God’s measure in giving is always in- 
finitely greater than ours (Luke 6:38). 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 17 to 23 


Mon., Mar. 17.—Matt. 28:16-20. 
All Nations. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: .“Teach all 
nations . . . to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you.” Christ 
died for all and the Gospel is for all. 
It must be preached to them and be 
pressed upon them for obedience. At 
the end of the age when there is so 
much moral difficulty in the world and 
spiritual difficulty in the church, the 
promised presence of the Lord will be 
as real and as great as the church’s obe- 
dience to this commission. But this 
promised blessing must be prayed for, 
believed in, and worked for if it is to 
be had. Pray for all missionary effort 
everywhere. 


Tues., Mar. 18.—Acts 10:34-43. 
A Roman Hears the Gospel. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Cornelius, a 
centurion of the band ., .” (v. 1). The 
Gospel sometimes makes its way into 
very unlikely hearts. It is just as ef- 
fective in the hearts of men of high 
places as any other—except that we 
often limit the ministry of the Spirit in 
this matter. Paul (1 Tim. 2:2-4), in 
telling Timothy to pray for men in high 
place and authority, said that it was 
not God’s will for any to perish. Great 
men have great influence and can do a 
great deal of good when tifty are con- 
verted. Pray for all in authority. 


Wed., Mar. 19.—Acts 11:19-26. 
To Gentiles in Antioch. 


PRAYER Succestions: “The disciples 
were called Christians first in Antioch.” 
As a new triumph to the Gospel, great 
multitudes were converted in this Gen- 
tile city. So genuine was their conver- 
sion that they acquired the name that 
has honored God’s people down through 
the centuries. As we abide in His will 
and look unto Him for guidance and 
blessing, we will see astounding results 
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of the work of the Gospel. Pray for a 
new spreading in the evangelical minis- 
try of God’s church. 


Thurs., Mar. 20.—Acts 13:1-12. 
Antioch Sends Barnabas and Saul. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Barnabas and 
Saul.” Men who will look to God, ‘de- 
pend on Him, and do His will in evan- 
gelism, are the greatest need of this 
hour. In the narrative we can see the 
tremendous power of a ministry filled 
with the Spirit. God can certainly do 
much more with His servants who are 
wholly yielded to Him than they can 
ever-do for Him with the best of their 
inventions and all of their equipment. 
The means of the triumph of the Gos- 
pel are the same now as they were then 
—the people of God with the Word of 
God in the power of the Spirit of God. 
Pray for your pastors, especially in this 
time of general worldly-mindedness, 


Fri., Mar. 21.—Rom. 1:8-17. 
“Under Obligation.” 


PRAYER SvUGGESTIONS: “Ready to 
preach.” Paul’s mission to Rome was a 
most difficult assignment. But it was 
what God wanted, and he did not shrink. 
Paul sank all his personal preferences 
completely into the pleasure of God. 
It is still true that when God’s servants 
do His work the way He wants them 
to do it they will have positive success. 
Pray for a richer and fuller obedience 
on the part of Christian workers and 
leaders. 


Sat., Mar. 22.—Acts 16:11-15. 
Seeking Hearers in Philippi. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “By a river side.” 
The success of evangelism lies chiefly 
in getting the ears of unsaved people. 
Here we find Paul going out to where 
he knew they were. Our regular hearers 
are more like those whom our Lord 
speaks of in the parable of the Great 
Supper. They are lost in personal con- 
cerns and they pass up the king's invi- 
tation. People in the highways and by- 
ways are more likely to come into the 
banqueting house and furnish the feast 
with guests. We must reach out or we 
will be empty-handed. Pray for the 
spreading of evangelism in your church, 


Sun., Mar. 23.—Acts 8:35-40. 
Evangelizing an Ethiopian. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Man of Ethi- 
opia.” Here we have a God-prepared 
man with a prepared message at a 
prepared moment with a God-pre- 
pared inquirer. Hungry fish do the 
best biting and hungry souls are the 
most ready for salvation. It would 
amaze Christians to know how anx- 
ious people are about things eternal. 
We must begin each day with God so 
that He may speak to us and give us 
food so that we can in turn feed the 
hungry souls about us. Pray for more 
reddiness to do personal work with 
those you contact every day, 
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